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Editorial

Loyolite '97 is dedicated to the golden jubilee of our Independence.
Our freedom, strictly speaking, is only 49 years old, but it has already
turned 50, thanks to the complexities of our chronological reckoning
which render two birthdays inevitable — one at the start and another
at the close of the year in question! The celebration of the golden
jubilee is an occasion for looking back — on our achievements as well
as failures. When the Indian Independence Bill was debated in the House
of Commons, Winston Churchill said:

Liberty is man'’s birthright. However, to pass on the reins of
the government to the Congress at this juncture is to hand over
the destiny of hungry millions into the hands of rascals, rogues
and freebooters. Not a bottle of water or a loaf of bread shall
escape taxation, only the air will be free and the blood of hungry
millions will be on the head of Mr Clement Attlee. India will
take a thousand years to know the periphery of the philosophy
of politics. Today we hand over the government to men of straw
of whom no trace will be found in a few years.

Has the prophet of doom been proved right? Two of the articles
in this issue, focussing on different aspects of the 50 years of our
freedom, attempt to answer this question.

As we celebrate the golden jubilee of our Independence, we should
be responsive to the call for independence of our 'mext-door' neigh-
bour, Tibet. Five decades of captivity, oppression and the
near—total destruction of their cultural heritage in their native Tibet
has not defeated the pride and faith and optimism of those people
which endure as do their majestic mountains. The agony of the Roof
of the World — as well as its unflinching courage and unwavering
faith — is voiced in this issue by one of our students who comes
from Khawachen, the Land of Snows.
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Annual Report : 1996 - '97

(Presented on the College Day on 15 February '97)

Respected Dr. Jayaprakash Narayan, Srimathi Jayaprakash Narayan,

Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fr. Correspondent, staff and students of Andhra
Loyola College, Fathers, Sisters, ladies and gentlemen!

I have the honour of presenting to you the annual report of Andhra Loyola
College 1996-97. Before doing so, I would like to introduce to you the Chief
Guest of today, Dr. Jayaprakash Narayan. Dr. Jayaprakash Narayan hails from
Krishna District and is an alumnus of Andhra Loyola College, Vijayawada. From
ALC he went to study medicine and completed his medical studies. Instead
of practising medicine, Dr. Jayaprakash took to IAS, a rare phenomenon in those
days, and was recruited to Andhra Pradesh cadre. In this capacity he worked
for 16 years endearing himself to his masters and the people of Andhra Pradesh.

The presence of Mrs. Radha Jayaprakash adds lustre to today's function.
Her gracious presence and gentle manners go a long way to make the function
a success. And I take this opportunity to extend a warm and hearty welcome
to our respected guests, Dr. and Smt. Jayaprakash Narayan, on behalf of the
Management, staff and students.

Change of Staff

Change of staff is an annual feature in any educational institution
and our college is not an exception. Rev. Fr. Dhanpaul, who served this
institution as Degree Vice -Principal, New Hostel Warden and Director of
Sports for three years, was transferred to Peddapentyala Junior College as its
Principal. Fathers P.R. John, Asst. Warden of Gogineni Hostel, M A Alex, Asst.
Warden of Xavier Hostel, and D. Ravi, Asst. Director of Kaladarshini, left our
college to pursue higher studies in Pune, Delhi and Palayamkottai
respectively. Another Jesuit who has left our college is Br. Augustine who
spared no effort to construct the New P.G. Block, adjacent to the Chemistry
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Laboratory. The loss of these Jesuit Fathers and Brother was amply
compensated by the arrival of Fr. V.A. Mathew who took charge as the
Corregpondent of the college, Fr. S. Emmanuel who assumed charge as Xavier
Hostel Warden and Botany Lecturer and Br. Michaelsamy who returns to
Andhra Loyola College after many years. These transfers affected the
placement of some of the other Jesuit Fathers, too. From the academic year
1996-97 Fr. Victor Emmanuel took charge as Degree Vice-Principal while
Fr. Arockiasamy took up additional charge as Warden of the New Hostel.

The number of staff members who joined the college this year was
very large. Mr. David Raju joined the English Dept., Mr. K. Sudhakar,
Telugu, Mr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Physics, Mr. V. Anil, Fisheries, Mr. M. Srinivas
Reddy, History, Mr. D. Jayakar ~Computer, Mr. PSN Prasad, Electronics,
Mr. M. Chandra Sekhara Sastry, Sanskrit, Ms. Swarajya Lakshmi, Micro-
biology, Mr. Naga Sateesh, Mr. V. Radhakrishna and Ms. Fatima Mary, MCA
Dept., Ms. Y Laksmi Parimala and Mr. 5.5. Kiran Kumar, PG Dept. of Electronics.
Among the lay staff members, Dr. VKS Sastry retired from college after serving
it meritoriously for 35 years. Though he was quite unassuming, he did exhibit
a lot of leadership qualities when the vocational course, Industrial Fish and
Fisheries, was introduced. Mr. P. Subbaramaiah retired from service in December
1996 after putting in nearly 40 years of service. The gentle-mannered
Mr. Subbaramaiah is a well-known writer in Telugu whose works are translated
into other languages and even studied for M.Phil. and Ph. D. degrees. Mr. SA
Gideon left the college after serving it for a year. Mr. Bhanu Shankar, Mr. Y.V.
Suresh, Mr. AV Prasad, Mr. KS Prasad and Ms. Fatima Mafy left the college
after serving it a few years in the P.G. Dept. of Computers. Mr. P. Sudershan,
an experienced Lecturer of the Dept. of Social Work, and Mr. VLVN Narendra
Kumar of P.G. English Dept., also left our college for greener pastures. It is
worth mentioning here that a large number of teaching staff members who left
the institution are from unaided sections and it is a reminder to all of us that

unless proper salary is made available, the self-financing depattments may not

get proper teachers. We also lost six of our non-teaching staff members who

ed from service after rendering selfless service to generations of students

retir
are Sri M. Anthony, Record Asst., after 32 years'

and staff of the college. They
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service, Sri Ch. Joshuva, Record Asst., after 41 years' service, Sri K Sundar Rao,
Record Asst., after 31 years' service, Sri N Anjaneyulu, Store-Keeper, after 35
years' service, and B Raju, Marker, after 27 years' service. The college is truly
indebted to these staff members for making the college what it is today.

Staff Training

Among the staff members who availed themselves of FIP, three have
completed their research programme and have been awarded M.Phil. Degrees.
They are Mr. G. Srinivasa Rao and Mr. A V Ravi Kumar of Physics Dept. and
Mr. M. Arockiasamy of Maths Dept. Mr. Ch. Seshaiah is trying his best to
complete the M.Phil at the earliest, while Mr. K. V. Vijaya Babu and Fr. Jayapalan
are expected to complete their Ph. D. programmes in a few months' time. Mr.
Ch. Srinivas of Physics Dept. is also earnestly trying to complete his M.Phil.
programme. Ms. Nirmala Mary of English Department has successfully
completed the Certificate Course in English Teaching at CIEFL, Hyderabad.

Seminars and Workshops

The Management believes in training the staff continually and constantly
according to the Ignatian Vision of Education. As a result, we organized two
seminars at the beginning of the academic year, one for the younger staff and
the other for the senior staff members. The IPP Programme was reinforced in
the seminar for younger staff members, while Testing and Evaluation was the topic
dealt with by Prof. Tharu Jacob in his seminar to the senior staff members.

The Dept. of Industrial Fish and Fisheries successfully organized a national
seminar from December 13th to 15th on Post-Harvest Technology. The U.G.C.
and AIACHE came forward to sponsor this seminar and the participants were
very happy about the outcome of the seminar.

Seminars Attended

Fr. Principal attended a National Workshop on Quality Assurance in
Management Education at Bhopal. Many of our Lecturers took part in the Question
Bank Preparation workshops organized by different autonomous colleges in
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Mr. ER Rama Sarma and Mr. M C Das took




Reports

part in the Question Bank workshop in Commerce at P.5.G. Arts and Science
College, Coimbatore. Dr. N.V. Ramana Murthy attended a Question Bank
workshop in Maths at Holy Cross College, Trichi. Mr. G. Venkateswara Rao
and Mr. G. Srinivas Rao went to Fatima College, Madurai, to participate in a
Question Bank workshop in Physics. Fr. Emmanuel, Dr. N. Appanna and Mr.
V. Venugopal Rao attended the workshop on Question Bank Preparation in
Botany at Women s Christian College, Chennai. From Zoology Department Mr.
A. Bhaskaran and Mr. D. Jayakar attended the workshop on Computer Science
Question Bank Preparation at Loyola Academy in Secunderabad. Dr. P. Siraj, Dr.
G.V. Ramana and Mr. M Venkateswara Rao attended Chemistry Question Bank
Preparation at Loyola College, Chennai. I am hopeful that the exposure received
by our staff members in various workshop and seminars will positively affect
the quality of their teaching. Mr. Srirangam attended a UGC training programme
in Aquaculture for one month from 1st July to 31st July 96. Dr. Srinivas Reddy
of the History Dept attended a national seminar and presented a paper on The
Origin of Industries in Rayalaseema organized by Rayalaseema History Lecturers’
Association. Dr. G. Sambasiva Rao of Telugu Dept. participated in an orientation
programme on Development of Self-Instruction Material organized by Andhra
University at Waltair. He also took part in the Kavi Sammelan organized by
Director of Field Publicity, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, in
Vijayawada. Rev. Fr. Victor Emmanuel and Mr. M Arockiasamy took part in
the international conference on Mathematics in connection with Fr. Rocine's
birth centenary celebrations at Loyola College, Chennai.

Special Posting

Fr. Prinicipal was invited by the Bharatidasan University, Trichinapalli, to
be part of the high level committee constituted by the above University to study
and recommend further extension of autonomy to five of its affiliated colleges.
Again, Fr. Principal was invited by Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, to inspect
and recommend the concurrence of autonomy to GV GV College for Women
at Udumelpet. Mr. M C Das was chosen by the Vijayawada Municipal Corporation
to be a District Resource Person to coordinate all the activities of the

Janmabhoomi programme at Vijayawada. The Vijayawada Division of Railway
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has also honoured him by making him a special consultant in Travellers' amenties.
Another young person whose talents are spotted by the Collectors of Krishna,
Prakasam, Nellore, Karimnagar and Warangal is Mr. T. Srikumar. He is invited
by these civil servants to organize and update the knowledge of people in science
and technology. Mr. Srikumar was also selected as a District Resource Person
for Janmabhoomi.

Research Articles and Publication

Two of our staff members who were involved in publications retired from
our service -- one prematurely. They are Mr. P. Subbaramaiah of Telugu stories’
fame and Mr. VLVN Narendra Kumar of P.G. Dept. of English. Another staff
member who used to publish books viz., Fr. Jayabalan, is on study leave during
this academic year. Three research articles presented at various national
conferences by our scholarly staff, Mr. G. Lakshmi Narasaiah, is worth
mentioning here. He presented a paper at Kakatiya University on The Philosophic
Frame-work of Dalit Writings in English. Again at Trivandrum he presented a
paper on The Canadian Black Novel and Indian Dalit Novel. The same staff
member presented another paper at the P.G. Centre, Nirmal, on Protest figured
as self-respect in Chinua Achebe’s novels.

Academic Achievement

A tree is known by its fruits and an educational institution is known by
the type of students it produces, and results play an important role in the name
and fame enjoyed by an institution. Our Intermediate students did wonder-
fully and they obtained 90.67% pass in Intermediate MPC and the overall
percentage of pass of intermediate students is 79.59%. Mr. Ch. Anil Kumar,
RMC 12 of 95-96 batch, obtained the 8th rank in the Intermediate Public
Examinations held in March 1996.

The degree students did better. The final year B.A. students obtained
86.20% pass, B.Sc. 81.26% and B.Com. 87.87%. The degree students who
appeared for PG Entrance Exams also showed their mettle by getting seats in
many universities. In PG examinations two of our students did very well. In
MSW we obtained a pass percentage of 96.8%, in M.A. English 96.7% and in




M.C.A. Firtal Examinations of 1 & II years our students obtained the first rank
of Nagarjuna University. I would like to thank all my staff members who played
an important role in obtaining such good results. The examination cell headed
by Fr. Theckemury and assisted by Mr. D. Lakshmana Rao and other non-

teaching staff members did a fine job in conducting and announcing the results
of semester-end exams in the shortest time possible.

Associations

Co-curricular and extra curricular activities play a major role in the
formation of a student. We, at Loyola, believe in an all-round formation and
the Management keeps providing opportunities to our students, wherever
possible. The activities of the departmental associations were inaugurated on
23rd August 1996 by Sri SK Misra, IL.R.S., Deputy Commissioner of Income
Tax, Vijayawada. He really enthused our students by his graceful presence and
thought-provoking speech. He said, "Every individual has hidden talents and
unless one tries to nurture them, they may remain dormant and ineffective”.

The celebration of Cultural Week was another milestone in this direction.
We were able to conduct debates in English and Telugu and a quiz programme.
The guest participants and our students did really appreciate the whole exercise.
This year an organization called the First Computers came forward to sponsor
the programme and we are grateful to them for sponsoring cash awards to the
winners of debates and quiz. Due to some unforeseen circumstances, we could
not conduct the intra-mural cultural programmes.

| Among the different associations, some of the associations did really well
in organizing useful and innovative programmes. The Arts Association confined
themselves to curricular activities and sent 5 members to attend the 21st Andhra
History Congress held at G. Mamidada in East Godavari Dist. The Chemistry
Association organized an intra-departmental quiz programme involving all
students doing Chemistry at degree level. They also organized guest lectures
and und§’§took visit to factories. The Botany Association did well in organizing
a tour to Mahabalipuram, Kanyakumari, Madurai, Kodaikanal, Trichy and
Velankanni..Besides organizing two guest lectures, the Association organized an
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informative and innovative Life Sciences Exhibition. The Electronics
Association did organize an Inter-Associations Cricket Tournament and the
Computer Association won the cup. Mr. Mukherjee of Electronics Department
made a mini robot and displayed its operations successfully. The Cobol, that
is, Computer Association, did organize a few talks by experts mainly by our
P.G. lecturers and is planning a few more activities before the year comes to
an end. The Commerce Association did extremely well. They not only welcomed
the freshers in a homely manner but also were active throughout the academic
year. They involved themselves in the pulse polio programme, collected money
for cyclone relief and played a significant role in the Janmabhoomi programme.

Our students participated in many of the cultural programmes conducted
in and around Vijayawada. Some of the successful students in English and
Telugu Elocution/Debate are Bros. Rex, Melchior and Bhaskar. Bro. Rex won
the 1st place in elocution in many events and I shall cite only a few here. He
got 1st place in the Elocution conducted by Gora Eye Bank, 1st prize in the
English Debate at the Youth Festival, Vijayawada, 1st prize in Elocution organized
by Viks Parishad, Vijayawada, etc, etc. The other successful students in the field
of elocution and debate are Br. Bhaskar, Melchior, Mr. Aravind and
Mr. Augustine. I shall refrain from mentioning all the trophies won by our
students for lack of time. -May their good and creative activities flourish
and bear plentiful fruits!

Spic Macay
The fledgling sub-chapter of SPIC Macay in ALC organized Kathakali
performed by Kalamandalam Ramankutty Nair. and other artists. The team

not only performed certain parts of the Mahabharatha but also gave a
demonstration class explaining the various mudras used in Kathakali.

The Rotract Club also came alive during this academic year and they played
the second fiddle to Rotary Club, Vijayawada, in organizing many humanitarian
projects. I should like to specially thank Mr M C Das and the B. Com. students
of our college for the lively functioning of the Rotract Club during this academic
year. Members of the Rotract participated in large numbers in the various
seminars organized by Rotary Club of Vijayawada. I shall only mention a few




of the seminars attended by them like Preserve the Earth, Problems of the Youth,
Neozen Mela 96 and Ryla (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards). Two of our Rotract
students are selected to participate in the Cultural Exchange programme to be
held outside Andhra Pradesh State.

Loyola Today is published periodically and we could bring out two issues
already. What is heartening in the publication of Loyola Today is the enthusiasm
shown by a group of students and staff. Loyola Today makes sure that the campus
news is shared and better relationship is established among the students, staff,
Management, etc. Mr. M Devasanthanam, PG. Lecturer in English, Mr. N. Ranga
Babu, Lecturer in English, and Br. Rex should be congratulated.

Career Guidance

Under the leadership of our Counsellor, Mrs. Manju Abraham, we have
launched into career guidance too. Now students are getting not only
information but also suitable guidance in choosing a career after the college
studies. We conducted mock interviews and other training sessions to equip
our students to face interviews well. ALC is attracting big firms and companies
as campus interviews are conducted here often.

Women Cell

For the benefit of our nearly 200 girl students and 12 lady staff members
we have established a Women Cell. Mrs. Annie Jayaraj is a trained personnel
in this area and I hope in the years to come we shall see better gender equality,
mutual acceptance and generous participation in building a better India where
there will be not only no caste, creed and colour distinction but also no gender
discrimination.

Library

To me, education is fragmented if students are not . »le to use the library
and enhance the knowledge they gain in the classrooms and laboratories. The
reading habit among the present day students is declining rapidly and a new
scheme is introduced to enthuse the students to use the library frequently. To
facilitate this project, we have introduced a library hour for the first year

. !
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students and today practically all the first year degree students have enrolled
themselves as members of the library and the reading habit among them also
shows an upward swing. Mr. G. Gnana Prakasam, our Librarian, has also encou-
raged the students to read more books by instituting awards and prizes for a
student who has taken/read the maximum number of books

The prizes for the academic year 96
taken 102,

from the library.
97 go to MAT 12, Moulali Khan, for having
and DET 14, M Ravi Shankar, for having borrowed 40 books.

Sports and Games

Our college is reemerging as the best college in the Nagarjuna University
area in sports and games. This year our college won the Nagarjuna University
Inter-collegiate Football, Tennis and Table Tennis Tournaments. We were placed
runners-up in the hockey match but we could win the prestigious Nagarjuna
University Athletic Meet after a gap of one calendar year. Both Fr. Arockiasmy,

our Sports Director, and Mr. Nagendra Prasad, our P.D., should be congratulated
on their achievements in the field of sports and games.

University Blues

Mr. M. Srinivasa Chowdary (MCA) and P Jyotender were selected to
participate in the Inter University Sports Meet at Gwalior. Four boys, viz,.
K.V. Krishnarao (III B.Com) Patric (Il B.A.) Francis (II B.A) and Antony
(MSW) were selected to Nagarjuna University football team. Again K. Vijay, II
B.Sc., and B.L Srinivasa Rao, MA I year, were selected to represent Nagarjuna
University in Inter University Tennis Tournament. From Table Tennis
Mr. Rajesh, from Hockey Mr. Siva Kumar, III B.Com., and Samuel, I B.A., and
from Cricket KM Lal were selected to represent in their respective games in
the Nagarjuna University teams. 12 members are representing Nagarjuna
University in Sports and Games. I feel it is not a mean achievement. I shall
mention the names of some of our budding athletes lest we forget them. Mr.A.
Chandrasekhar represented A.P. State in Volleyball at the all-India level and
won the 3rd place, Mr. P. Naga Raju won the 2nd prize in the 400 m race

at all-India level, P Venkateswara Rao won 1st place in 800 m race at State
level, Mr. I Seenaiah was placed 2nd in hurdles in A.P. School Meet and




Mr. T. Venkateswara Rao won 1500 m race in the A.P.School Meet. Mr. Ch.
presented the State in the Junior Kho-Kho

Satva Prasad and S Ravi Kumar re
nationals played at Nagpur. Mr. J. Ramu of I year B.A. is another promising

athlete in swimming and he has already won laurels for A.P. State at the

Nationals. May their tribe increase!

N.C.C.

Our college has all the three wings of NCC, namely Air Force, Navy and
Army. The cadets of different wings have done well and have brought laurels
to the college. For instance, M. David Raju (NGH 7) was adjudged as the best
cadet in A.D. State and was chosen as the 2nd best cadet at the National Vayu
Sainik Camp help at Belgaum (Karnataka). Among the seven cadets who
attended the Republic Day Parade at Delhi on 26th January '97, two were from
NCC Air Wing. They are Cdt Sgt. G Moses (NGH3) and Cdt Sgt Ritesh Khandelwal
(NEPI). Cdt/Sgt. R Khandelwal was adjudged as the 2nd Best Cadet during the
R.D. Parade on January 26th. It is also notable that five of our Air cadets viz.
Cdt D C S Srinivas, NEP 11, Cdt/Sgt. K Rama Krishna Reddy, NP 43, Cdt. B
Dharmendra Kumar, NCP 24, Cdt. M Ravi Kumar, NP 18 and Cdt/Sgt. M David
Raju, NGH 7, attended the All-India Vayu Sainik Camp held at Belgaum.

From the Naval Wing, 3 cadets were chosen for the R.D. Parade. They are
Leading Cadet S Chandra Sekhar, NO 4, Leading Cadet J Venkata Reddy, NC
43, and Leading Cadet M Krishna Prasad, NP 20. Again, Leading Cadet
V Mastan Rao, NC 40, attended All India Boat-Pulling Competition. Cadet captain
B Surendra Kumar Reddy, DC 32, participated in All India Air Training Camp
at Visakhapatnam. The Army Wing of the NCC also did very well. N.C.C. Army
Wing Officer, Dr. R. Ravindra Bhas, was promoted as Lieutenant from 2
Lt. SUO J Sai Babu and Sgt. P Praveen Kumar attended the R.D. Parde in Delhi.
SUO Sai Babu was also selected as the Best Cadet in the Pre-RD II held at
Hyderabad. The following members, viz., JUO K. Vijaya G »al, CQMS V Bhaskar
Reddy, Sgt. L Ashok Reddy, Corporal S.J. Charless Reddy and Cdt. R Anil Reddy
attended the National Integration Camp help at Alwar, Rajasthan, from 24th
December to 6th January 1997. I would like to congratulate the four NCC
Officers and the Cadets for their achievements and dedication.
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I have been closely watching the activities of the two units of NSS in our
college and I am very happy to say that they are doing very well. The work
done by our students at Konaseema during the cyclone relief camp is truly
praiseworthy. 50 of our students camped at Katrenikona and Nadavapalli
in November 1996 and helped the villages to start their life from the scratch.
As 1 visited the villages, I could learn a lot from the villagers about the selfless
service rendered by our students to these hapless people. The old, the infirm
and the uncared for lot were specially assisted by our students. Our NS5
volunteers were very active during the pulse polio programme held on
December 7th and January 18th.

NSS students of our college conducted a medical camp at Bavanipuram in
conjunction with the Youth Club of Vijayawada. Nearly 2500 people availed
medical facility during this camp. The NSS students were involved in planting
trees, conscientizing people in the need for family planning, habit of saving
money, preventing AIDS, etc. The Nagarjuna University chose our NSS Units
to conduct the Krishna District NSS Youth Festival in December.

Since Blood Banks are closed due to the presence of HIV-contaminated
blood, doctors are constantly asking our students to donate blood to needy
patients. I am proud to say that 16 boys came forward to donate blood to
the needy patients during the last few months. I would like to congratulate
the NSS Officers and students for their timely help to these patients.
] Pratap Reddy, NML 15, was chosen to attend the NSS National Integration
Camp at Midnapur, West Bengal.

Hostels

The three hostels on campus accommodating 850 students play a vital role
in the formation of the students. They are really homes away from homes where
students learn a lot of things, especially social and leadership qualities besides
passing their exams. The three Jesuit Wardens and their Assistants are
available to the students round the clock to look after their needs. Programmes
like Freshers' Day, Cultural Week, sports, term feasts, farewell to seniors and
Hostel Day keep the students really busy.

The demand for hostel seats seems to be quite high. People are ready to



admit their sons into the college provided they get hostel seats. The time has

come to have a separate hostel for the P G students and another hostel for the
girl students.

PG Courses

In addition to the existing three P G Courses, the college has started M.Sc.
(Electronics) with the permission of A.P. Govt. from this academic year. If
the University and State Government are willing to extend autonomous status

to PG courses, our college will be the first one to seize the opportunity to
make our college really autonomous.

B.Sc Micro-biology

This course was introduced from the academic year 1996-97. There seems
to be a good response from the student community and all the permitted seats
are filled. The Govt. of A.P. should encourage colleges with infrastructural
facilities and staff to start innovative and relevant courses.

Janmabhoomi

Janmabhoomi came like a bolt from the blue and upset our academic
calendar slightly. An objective assessment of the whole programme could be
positive and most of our staff and students did take part in it very actively.
Personally, I feel the whole thing would have been organized much better had
it been left to the college to organize. Let us hope that better wisdom will
prevail among our administrators.

Ethics

Fthics has been introduced in our college as part of the curriculum and
our first year students are already through the course. Now, it is felt strongly
that we should introduce extension programme also as part of the curriculum.
Social awareness and involvement is very much desired among students
and when our students can rise above the self and serve humanity whole-
heartedly, a new era will commence and the society will be all the better.

Our dream of introducing the M.B.A. Course seems to be delayed because
of many factors. The Govt. of A.P. seems to go slow on this matter though

. !



much_ of the spade work was done last year itsélf. Hope we will be able to
start 1t in the coming academic year.

In Memoriam

On 27th August the day started as usual. At 9.53 a.m., the first bell rang
and the students were rushing to their classes. Just before 10 a.m. there was
a thud outside the door of Fr. Controller's room and a boy was found fallen
flat on his back. He was speechless and people gathered around him to help
but he was not responding and was rushed to Dr. Ramesh's Hospital. A team
of doctors worked half an hour to revive him but only in vain. Our beloved
G. Kamalakar Rao, AO 52, died, leaving us to ponder over his sudden demise.
And on the 18th November, we received another piece of bad news that
Mr. M. R. Kiran Babu of II B.A. is dying of acute jaundice. His clasmates rushed
to the bed side to comfort him but he was exhausted and unconscious that
nobody could even soothe his pain. He died of jaundice on the same day.
Another soul who was associated with Andhra Loyola College for long and
worked in the hostels and Fathers' residence, Mr. Raju, the driver, died on 28th
November. We shall pray for the repose of all these souls and pray God that
they enjoy eternal bliss.

Comnclusion

As I come to the end of my report, I would like to thank the Almighty for
the good results we got, for the peaceful academic year, for the achievement
we made in the fields of sports and games, for the guest lectures, seminars,
cultural programmes we organized, for the new courses we are permitted to
start, for the wonderful lecturers who made and continue to make the college
a centre of study and excellence and for the non-teaching staff who make the
whole institution move like a well-oiled machine. Finally as we march towards
a new century and a newmillennium I feel we have to look for_ fresh ways and
means of imparting education to meet the challenges of the time. And I shall

end my report with the inspiring lines of Robert Frost :

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

— Fr CJ John, Principal
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[ndia after independence : values on the decline

P Veerabrahmam
Lecturer in Ethics

The history of post-Independence
India, which covers a period of 50
years, is an epoch of far-reaching signifi-
cance. It has been a period of transition
from tradition to modernity in govern-
ment, society, agriculture, industry,
education, medical aid, etc. It is outwardly
an era of development on the material
plane. Yet, despite the apparent glory,
there appears to be an atmosphere of
decadance in the value systems, vitiating
the thoughts, words and deeds of people
in all walks of life. As a result, we find
poverty in the midst of prosperity, clash
and conflict in the place of co-operation
and co-existence, and autocratic misrule
instead of popular sovereignty.

India embarked upon planned econo-
mic growth soon after independence. The
Five Year Plans, from the First (1951 -
1956) to the Eighth (1992 — 1997), aimed at
correcting the disequilibrium in the
economy, providing economic benefits to

the realtively less privileged sections of the

society, securing self-sustaining growth and
removing poverty by generating employ-
ment through industrialisation at different
levels. As a result of all these efforts,
production has increased. But the major
beneficiaries of development have been a
small percentage of people who have
situational advantages, resulting in
concentration of wealth in their hands. The
others also benefited, but only marginally,
being at the peripheral level. The socio-
economic set up we are in made provision
for such an imbalance in development.
The political system we inherited from
the British also mostly helped those at the
higher echelons of society although those
at the lower levels were also given a
marginal share in power. Concentration of
power and wealth led to ‘inequality of

opportunities among different sections
of the society.

The advent of the industrial civili-
sation had serious consequences for the
social and cultural life of the people. In




the past, people's needs were very few and
simple. Therefore, human relationship
was not disturbed. But now things have

changed. Modern man thinks that
accumulating money would solve all his
problems. Power and pelf have become the
watchwords. Consequently, we see around
us an atmosphere of conflict and clash of
interests. The scams of politicians, the
fraudulence of bureaucrats, the dishonesty
of merchants and the lack of commitment
and readiness for sacrifice among teachers,
lawyers, doctors, etc., are indications of the
evils sapping the vitality of our social fabric.
So there is a general fall of moral standards
everywhere. Along with the scientific and
technological growth, there has been
material advancement in different fields
like agriculture, industry, education, etc.
But correspondingly, we find a gradual
deterioration of value systems at every
level. When we compare India with some
Asian countries like China, Japan, Korea
and Malaysia on their development after
the Second World War, it is clear that they
are now far ahead of us in material
advancement, the main reasons being their
work ethics and better leadership. The
paradox of the Indian situation is that
there is a movement towards greater
material progress, though not on a par
with the other developing nations. But on
the cultural plane, there is a backward
thrust leading to disastrous situations. Not
a day passes without acts of violence,
crime, corruption, nepotism, bribery and

e

terrorism. Everybody is aware of the gloom
encircling the nation, but who is to light
the lamp? We need an ideological revolu-
tion to reorient the thinking of the people.
The youth force, more powerful than
atomic force, should come out of
indifference and inertia to make way for
a new India.

The real wealth of a nation is its people.
And the purpose of development is to
create an enabling environment for the
people to enjoy a better life. The purpose
of development is not only increasing
incomes, but enlarging all human choices,
particularly access to the resources needed
for a decent standard of living without
which many other opportunites will
remain inaccessible. The frustration of
today is due to the imbalance between the
formation of human capabilities and the
use people make of their acquired
capabilities. More emphasis is to be laid
on the quality of human lives, not on the
expansion of the GNP.

We have achieved progress in political
independence, technology and human
freedom, but human deprivation still
remains, i.e. poverty, disparities, weaken-
ing social fabric, threats to personal
security, political disintegration, corrupt-
ion and, finally, decaying value systems.
The India of 1997 is richer than the India
of 1947. But much remains to be done to
make it really growth-oriented. In the
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Cno merit in loving an enemy when you

f

United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), four suggestions are made for

real human dvvvlnpmvnt. ']'hvy are

Productivity : People should be enabied
to increase their income by develop-
ing their productivity skills.

Equity People must have access to
equal opportunities.

Sustainability Access to opportuni-
ties must be ensured for future genera-

tion also.

Empowerment Development must

be by people, not only for them.

These suggestions. if given serious
consideration, might be useful in bringing
about a new system in which there will be
peace and prosperity, concern for the other
man and spiritualism.  Welfare - of all
people-must be our watchword. Let us look
forward to the emergence of a new society
based on common human relations among

all people based on love and service.

To forgivé is not to forget. The

merit lies in loving in spite of the
must be loved is not a friend. There is

forget him for a friend.

—-Muohatma Gandhi

G o B, i 7 .

Not many graduates opt for PG
Courses nowadays. One of the reasons
for it is that the traditional PG courses
don't help them much in earning their
bread.

There are a good number of courses
which are need-based and career-
oriented; they can definitely lead one to
gainful employment.

Fashion technology is one of them.
Our country is in need of four million
fashion-designers. Nobody will deny
that what Shakespeare said centuries
ago holds good even now: 'The apparel
oft proclaimeth the man.' Sartorial
elegance is not going to be given less
importance in any age and so the field
is full of possibilities.

Catering technology is another. Fast
food centres do roaring business in
metropolitan cities and medium-sized
cities. 'An army marches on is stomach,’
said Napoleon. Here is a field which can
help unemployed and resourceful people
to march to prosperity on the stomachs
of others!

Another fascinating area which offers
bright career prospects is the widening
world of media.

- NM Venugopal (RA 65) |
K Naveen Reddy (RA 78)
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Forum wew

Don't puff away our lives!

Bh Leela Lavanya
NB 36

Smoking was introduced into the civi-
lized world in the 16th century by Sir
Walter Raleigh, an explorer. The story has
it that Sir Raleigh's ward poured a
bucketful of water on his master thinking
that he was on fire! Now, 400 vears later,
various organisations and individuals
have been "pouring water’ on tobacco
smoke in a relentless effort to save
mankind from this self-inflicted plague
that is taking the lives of millions all over
the world.

——t

The tobacco smoke that goes into the
lungs contains more than 1,000 substances,
the majority of which are the deadliest
we could ever produce. Mouth, throat and

lung cancer, loss of appetite and of sense

Gl

of smell, loss of vigour and the majority

of heart diseases are but
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disordersthatlead thesmokerstotheir eraves
It a woman smokes while conceiving, the

possibilities are that the babv mav not
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see the light of the dav or mav surviv
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a freak or a cripple

Tobacco is a filthv weed that from the




devil does proceed," said Benjamin
Waterhouse. 1t is no exaggeration. Smok-
ing has devilish effects: it kills not only
the smoker but also an innocent non-
smoker who happens to be in the
neighbourhood.

Margaret, a 40-year-old designer, had a
nagging cough. She called in her family
doctor. He prescribed a cough medicine,
but that didn't help. A few weeks later,
the doctor sugested an X-ray. The report
was a shock--LUNG CANCER!

" I've never smoked a cigarette in my
life," cried out Margaret. But her husband
had--he had smoked a pack and a half every
day during the 15 years of their married
life. And Margaret had been inhaling a lot
of that smoke!

Passive smoking is thus as dangerous
as active smoking. In 1990, after an analysis
of 24 research projects in 8 different
countries, scientists at the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) delcared
second-hand cigarette smoke a "Group A
Carcinogen" - a substance that definitely
causes cancer in humans. The EPA draft
report says that as a result of environ-
mental tobacco smoke (ETS), thousands of
non-smokers died of lung cancer every year
and thousands more-many of them
children—suffer from a host of ailments
most of us would never associate with
smoking. Recent research has linked ETS

with heart diseases, cervical
cancer of the sinuses.

cancer and

The western world has responded to all
these warnings with a great sense of
responsibility. In Europe and the US there
is, as an editorial in The Hindu pointed
out, a "tobacco apartheid.” Many American
cities have literally banished the Cigarette
from public places, the editorial says.
"Most restaurants do not even have
separate enclosures for smokers, as they
used to; they are just not welcomed any
more. They have also been forced out of
their work places. Some of them have to
walk at least 15 minutes until they are well
outside their office areas before they can
light a cigarette. Obviously, the tribe seems
to be dying out. In the US only 26 per cent
of the adults smoke today compared with
the 40 per cent who did in 1964 . . . Things
are not very different in Europe.”

But India continues to be irresponsible
in this respect. Our country is a veritable
smokers' paradise. It is estimated that
53% of our men and 3% of our women
smoke. The remaining men and women
of India are obviously passive smokers who

are unable to escape the tyranny of the
smokers.

If the smoker has a heart, he will

respond to this appeal: for God's sake,
Spare us, non-smokers. Don't puff away
our lives!
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‘This is not freestyle.’ ‘Whatever the style, it's entertaining.’
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Inauguration of Associations

by Mr SK Misra, Deputy Commissioner of Income-Tax
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Debate in Telugu
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The Controller's moment of
uncontrollable delight!
Fr A Theckemury with
: : Dr BK Subba Rao and
bl ol : Dr Jayaprakash Narain

r TA Mathias Founder -
Principal of ALC
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NUIC Athletic Meet

e s

Our table-tennis team that lifted the
inter-collegiate Trophy after 17 years

¢

Our football team that lifted the Inter-collegiate
Trophy for the second consecutive time

Our tennis team that lifted the
Inter-collegiate Trophy for the
second consecutive year




The Naval Wing cadets who participated in the
Republic Day Camp in Delhi
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Seminar on Media Vulgarity
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(Dept of Fisheries) married

K Sudhakar (Dept of Telugu) Married
m Prasad on 28 August 96

K Shobha Rani on 27 November 96




Mr P Subbaramaiah
HOD Telugu

MrN Anjaneyulu
Store-Keeper

Mr Ch Josuva
Record Assistant

Mr K Sundar Rao
Record Assistant

Mr N Anthony
Record Assistant

i
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Dr VKS Sagtry
HOD Zoology

Mr M Jogeswara Rao
Record Assistant

Mr B Raju

G Kamalakar Rao
(AO 52)
27 August 96

Mr Kiran Babu
(NET 15)
19 November 96
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What I know about boys

Sherry Thomas
ACP 18

' I 'his is the picture of something called
a boy. A boy is an inexpensive device

for. pulling the legs of chairs, leaving
fingerprints in paint, falling into ponds
and correcting pomposity in his elders.
Although seldom observed at rest, boys
may be recognised by their darting flight,
their mud-coloured plumage and their
characteristic cry, resembling a kazoo

heard though a public address system.
Good places to look for boys are sand lots,
marshes and rafters of buildings under

construction.

In contrast to little girls, whose minds
are filled with winding corridors, boys are
easy to understand. They wear their
motives on their faces. Their minds move
in straight lines, either forward or back-
ward.

They say exactly what they mean or
exactly the opposite. As the gift of in-
direction or spiral reasoning is so rare
among boys, the few individuals in whom
it appears are considered marked out for
lustrous careers, known as Diplomacy or
Politics. Even with special training, they are
obliged to resort to technical terms in order
to conceal their meaning to the secret
amusement of women, who manage to be
unclear with the simplest words.

Boys have a natural insight into the
soul of a machine. They kndéw that the
normal state of any mechanical device is
out of order. Consequently, a boy's first
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impulse with a new toy is to find out
what it is.

Unfortunately, the machine, some-
times in its cunning, lets itself be repaired
and the false confidence which boys get as
a result makes them easy victims for the
rest of their lives. It is not a rare sight to
find a man pretending to understand a
car salesman's explanation of a motor car
or even buy the car rather than admit he
doesn't know what "compressor ratio"
means. This is what comes out of being
clever about machinery.

Although boys outwardly resemble
people, their anatomy is such that they are
unable to sit or stand for any length of time
in the normal human position and the boy

who has been forced to do so is likely to

accept it with great violence. The natural
way for a boy to stand is on the sides of
his shoes, or with the heel of one shoe on
the toe of the other. The heel is then rotated
slowly with a grinding motion. In time this
causes a perforation in the shoe, allowing
the foot to breathe naturally. Boys not only
breathe through their shoes but also
through their knees, elbows and the seats
of their pants as well - a fact to which
clothing manufacturers have not given
due attention.

To protect itself from the crushing

vigour of boys, adult society sentences

several hours a day in

them to spend
restraining institutions or schools where a
boy has no difficulty in spelling SUPERJET
but finds it difficult to learn to spell CAT!

Any boy who is seen at about 8.30 in
the morning dragging himself along as if
he were sick is going to school. A boy who
is seen running with the speed of light in
the opposite direction is the one who has
decided that he is too sick to go to school.
No expert is really sure he knows why a
boy starts to spell a word right, then
checks himself in panic and confidently
spells it wrong. Nor can any arithmetic
book explain how a boy can divide a
candy bar into two halves and yet keep
the bigger half for himself.

Nobody really knows what makes a
boy. It is an inner thing and it is something
that never has the sense to sit down and
stop. It stumbles and rubs the scrapped
knee and gets up to run again. It gets the
sulks, gets over them and is all set for
giggles again. It.finds the tallest tree to
climb and the deepest hole to dig. It is a
whittler of twigs, a maker and a getter of
notions. It goes to bed, knocked out every
night and wakes up bouncing in the
morning and starts noseying down the
alley to see what will turn up that day.
And it suddenly breaks into a hop-skip-

jump and never knows why 77?7




India: in retrospect and prospect

P Srinivas
MCA 26

Whvn one writes about one's country
i the 50th year of its indepen-
dence, nostalgia is inevitable. What have

we achieved during these 50 years of
treedom?

Achievements
We were in a
backwardness in

condition of utter
the areas of food,
mdustrialisation and science and techno-
logy. We have solved the food problem
to a considerable extent, thanks to our
Green Revolution. The ISRO, which had a
humble beginning in 1963 with the
launching of a small rocket from Thumba
in Kerala, is all set to launch a 2-tonne
category satellite. Starting from the
scratch, we could now build our own fast
breeder type reactors using mixed oxide
fuel. We stand second in milk pro-
duction. A phenomenal advantage has
been achieved in the field of textiles
which occupies a major part of our exports.
The awareness of the people has also
increased to a considerable extent.

Failure

But we have miserably failed in several
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arcas. All our achievements are being
dwarfed by our failure in the areas of
population control, literacy and eradi-
cation of poverty.

When we began to conirol the popula-
tion, we adopted a wrong approach. We
began with the sterilisation of middle-
aged couple who had already 5-6
children. Most of the measures adopted by
the Government to eradicate poverty have
been populist measures, introduced with
an eye on the votes. Our bigest blunder
on the industrial front is the drawing up
of the Industrial Policy of 1956 which,
instead of promoting industries, has only
imposed many restrictions on the
industries in the name of Socialism.
Political corruption is yet another malaise

of our country; it is becoming more and
more alarming.

Remedies

Since Independence, our population
control measures, poverty eradication
programmes and literacy drive have been
State-organised and State-controlled.
Irresponsibility and indifference have



inevitably accompanied these programmes
and so they have been unsuccessful. The
programmes should be people's move-
ments, supported by the Government.

Corruption is one of the greatest
problems the country is facing; it is the
root cause of many other problems. It is
headed by our political leaders who are
aided and abetted by the administrative
machinery. Here again, there should be a
people’'s movement. As Martin Luther
King rightly pointed out, it is not the
bloody action of bad people but the
indifferent silence of good people which
i1s more dangerous. Good people and
intellectuals should not remain silent
spectators; they should start a people's
movement against corruption and lead it.
There will be public support as, indeed,
there is for Mr T N Seshan and Mr Anna
Hazare who have revolted against
corruption; they receive overwhelming
support from the middle class. If the CBI
and the Anti-corruption Bureau are made
autonomous, they can function more
effectively against corrupt politicians and
officials.

A large number of our population
are dependent on agriculture, and
employment in this sector is seasonal. The
Government should encourage cottage
industries to be run by farmers and
agricultural labourers. A balance should
be struck between labour and capital
intensive industries. Importance should
be given to small--scale industries also. We

e
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must remember that the Swiss watch
industry, which is famous for its quality
and technology, is basically a small-scale
industry employing the latest technology.

There is an alarming decline in values
in our country and satellite TV is hastening
the process. There should be some restrict-
ions on the foreign channels and the private
channels can be given uplinking facilities
from India so that we can exercise a better
control over them. We must remember
that in spite of our economic and industrial
backwardness, we were able to speak
vociferously in the community of nations
because of our culture. We must take care
to preserve that culture.

If India is to have an influential
position in the world, it should adopt a new
dynamic and rational policy, different from
what it was in the bipolar world. One of
the implications of this is modernization of
our armed forces and achieving self.
sufficiency with regard to our defence

systems. Achieving economic growth is
another implication.

Conclusion

We have achieved a little and we have
to do a lot more. The best is yet to come.
At least we must work with that belief.
We cannot achieve the best through State-
sponsored effort; it calls for a people's
movement. In this 50th year of our
Independence, I appeal to all the gifted,
intelligent and honest of our countrymen
to come together and work for a vibrant,
united and well-developed India.
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The end of Vijayawada

T Venkateswara Rao
NML I

ou may have heard about Michael

Nostradamus who, in his book,
Centuries, has predicted the end of
Kaliyuga by 1999, preceded by a world
war for 4 years. He has also predicted the
rise of a great man who, according to Vyasa
in his Bhavishya Purna, is Lord Kalki.

According to Bhavishya Purana, Lord
Vishnu's first appearance in kaliyuga is in
the year 1994. He will rise, it says, from
a peninsular country where the three seas
meet. India is the only peninsular country
where the three seas meet. Also predicted
is that Lord Kalki will wash away the dushta
and the remaining to Satyayuga or
Krutayuga in 2000 A.D. There is a predic-
tion in the Holy Bible, too, about the rise
of Lord Kalki. The New Testament refers
tohim as the "King of Kings and the Lord
of Lord". Another reference is in Psalm 2:9:

You will rule them with an iron sceptre,
You will dash them to pieces like pottery.

The Holy Quran also makes a similar
prediction: it talks about a prophet called
Mehdi who, it says, will be the last
prophet.

Isn't it astonishing to know that the

time has come? I am very glad to put-
forward to the readers many such predic-
tions made by God Himself. It will be
interesting to know that He came down
to the earth 46 years ago when Kaliyuga
ended. This decade is the concluding stage,
called Yuga Sandhi, which is a decade of
colossal destruction.

Here are the predictions. The end of
great countries like America and Japan is
imminent. They will be merely wiped out
of the world map. The end of our city,
Vijayawada, is alsc very near, according to
the visions God has granted to many
people. The people of Krishna and Guntur
districts are living near an active volcano
which they call "Mangalagiri Panakala
Narasimha Swamy". It is likely to erupt at
any moment. Regular readers of news.
papers must have come across reports
about the formation of cracks on the
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam.

This not to frighten the readers. Know-
ing as we do the imminent destruction, we
must give up all our narrow, parochial,
communal feelings and make friendship
with all, lighting the "lamp ‘of peace" all
over the world.
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Survey

And then girls came. ..

co-ed : boon or bane?

Padma Koneru (Mca 10) Y V Ravi Sankar (Do 8)
Madhavi Bollu (DzF 60) P Kishore Chandra (AGH 17)
Naveen Chandra (RA 78) B V Sivaram (RMC 40)
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rom being an exclusive boys' college
for over three decades, ALC has
—_—— literally come a long way. It became co-
R educational in 1987 when two PG courses
(in English Literature and Soci~cl Work)
were introduced; about 40 girls entered
our classrooms. Their presence didn't

revolutionize campus life in any way, on
the contrary, it belied the prophecies of the
more conservative among the Jesuits and
the lecturers. (‘History will record,’ one of

Q them remarked with a twinkle in his eye,
'that Loyola was a premier institution for
33 years. And then the girls came...’)

A few more girls entered campus when
the Physical Education Course was
introduced. Since then, more and more

\ girls have com: in, but in dribs and drabs
- a few, witt. AB (Botany, Zoologv and

Chemistry) and AZ (Zoology, Botany and

\\ Chemistry) becoming co-ed, and a few

more, with the introduction of AZF
\ (Zoology, Fish & Fisheries and Chemistrv)
\\
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and ABM (Botany, Microbiology and
Zoology) and the PG courses in Computer
Applications and Electronics. There are 200
girls on the roll now and they form 7% of
the student population. And there are 12
women lecturers who form about 9% of
the staff

200 girls on our campus! That is no
mean achievement, considering that we
frowned upon co-ed once—considering
also the "fact,” as one of our lecturers
put 1t, that a few decades ago when
Andhra University offered to start a PG
Centre in our college (before they
opened one in Guntur), one of our reasons
for not accepting the offer was that we
were afraid that with the arrival of the
PG courses, girls would also arrive!

We are moderate in our co-education
everything else.
campus

as we are moderate in
We can neither boast that our
flares with colour nor regret that it is drab
and colourless. The initial years of co-
education are said to have been singularly
uneventful: there was much caution, even
‘chaperoning.” Is the situation the same
even now? Is the presence of girls on
campus enriching or otherwise? Do they
feel free? Do they have any problems?
What do the boys feel about co-ed? Do
the boys and girls mix freely with each
other? Is such mixing desirable? If so, to
what extent is it desirable? Do the boys
try to monopolize and dominate things as

they are a majority, or are they accommo-
dating? Do our students want ALC to be
fully co-educational? What is the
teacher's perception of the situation? What
is the Management's assessment of it?

To find answers to these and several
other questions concerning co-education,
we interviewed about 50 people represen-
ting a broad cross-section of the Loyola
Community—the Management, staff and
students--and their responses are given
below. The respondents answered our
questions with absolute sincerity, with
admirable frankness and with a great
sense of responsibility. Our thanks are due
to all of them.

MANAGEMENT

Why was co-education iniroduced in our
college? 'Necessity,” is the reply of Fr
Principal (see accompanying box) and all
the Vice-Principals. 'We had to have girl
students in the PG courses,” says Fr S
Arockiasamy, Vice-Principal (PG), 'and so
we admitted girls.” Fr Philomin Raj, Vice-
Principal (Inter) explains how some of the
UG courses became co-ed: 'We didn't have
sufficient number of boys in some of the
courses. To keep the courses going and to
protect the lecturers (who would become
surplus 1f the courses wound up), we
introduced co-education.

Though co-ed was introduced out of
necessity, the Management doesn't repard
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it as a necessary evil; on the contrary, all
our college adminstrators are strongly in
‘We talk about a world of
unison, savs Fr Philomin Raj, 'and if there

tavour of 1it.

were no co-education, we wouldn't be
preparing our students for life." But he
sees no need tor introducing co-ed at the
Intermediate level.

Can we call our co-education cautious co-
cducation? 'No," says Fr Victor Emmanuel,
Vice-Prinaipal (Degree). 'We had a reason
tor introducing co-ed only in a few sections.
Even then, we didn't have any doubts
whether 1t would work. We were confi-

dent 1t would, given the system'.

What is their assessment of our co-ed classes?
It hasn't had any impact on the examination
results, they all say. Fr Philomin Raj has
a word of praise for girls: 'Girls are more
regular, more studious and more
competitive.

Have we had any problems on account of
co-ed? All the administrators are of the
opinion that the problems are negligible.
‘There appears to be a change in the attitude
of young people,’ observes Fr Philomin
Raj. ‘Girls no longer view boys as potential
trouble-makers and boys don't feel that
girls are there to entice them.

All the four administrators claim that
our rules and regulations have not been
relaxed at all on account of the entry of
Are there enough facilities in our

college for girl students? Fr Philomin Raj

girls.

wishes that we had made adequate
arrangements for girls before introducing
co-ed.

Are we planning to introduce co-ed in
the other Sections, too? 'Let's see,” says Fr
Principal vaguely. 'Never, says Fr
Arockiasamy emphatically. 'No," is the
cryptic response of Fr. Victor Emmanuel.
‘Not in the Intermediate Section, says a

cautious Fr Philomin Raj.

TEACHERS

All our lecturers seem to be in favour
of co-education.

1 support co-education,” Says Mr E K
Rama Sarma (HOD, Commerce) 'because
it tends to reduce the mental distance
between boys and girls—and their mutual
misconceptions and complexes.” Mr S
Prabhakara Rao (Zoology) and Mr D
Praveen (English) favour it because it
promotes a healthy competition and helps
understand the other sex better. Co-ed is
necessary, says Ms Nirmala Mary (English),
because otherwise 'boys would miss the
feminine touch which is so important in
today’s society.” Ms Annie Jayaraj,
President, Women's Cell, offers another
perspective : 'Co-ed increases girls' self-
confidence and equips them to face the
male-dominated society.’

Do they think the presence of girls has
brought about a change in the classroom
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itmosphere? 'Yes,"says Mr AV Prasad (HOD,
MCA). 'The students behave in a more
dignified manner.’ 'It has driven away
monotony from the classroom,’ says
Ms Anila  Vijaya Kumar (Chemistry).
Mr G Sambasiva Rao (HOD, Telugu)
identifies the change as 'greater discipline
i the classroom. Mr S Prabhakara Rao
agrees that there is a change in the
classroom atmosphere, but points out
that it is mot merely because of co-ed’
Mr K Chandra Mohan (English) feels that
co-ed hasn't brought about any 'notice-
able change'. Mr K. Subba Rao (HOD,
Hindi) has this to say : 'Young lecturers
find it inspiring to have girls in their
classes. It is inspiring for boys and gitls,
too, being together in the same class.
Woman should be there and she should
be given a proper place.

Do they change their teaching technigues
in their co-ed classes? 'T don't,’ says Mr K
Chandra Mohan, but I'm conscious of the
presence of girls. I treat both boys and girls
equally.” Mr K.V. Subba Rao, Ms Ida
Evangeline (Secretary, Women's Cell),
Ms Anila Vijaya Kumar and Mr AV Prasad
agree with him. 'l don't change my
strategies,’ says Mr S5 Prabhakara Rao.
‘At the beginning, girls feel a little
uncomfortable when they hear lectures on
topics like the reproductive system, but
they get over the feeling very soon." T do
change my techniques,’ says Mr D Praveen.
T teach keeping in mind both the sexes.

i e
P s

R

I'm selective in using words, giving
examples, making comparisons, etc.'

Do they think our boys and girls mix freely
with one another? 'Yes,' says Mr AV Prasad,
'there is a healthy friendship.' Ms Ida
Evangeline and Mr S Prbahakara Rao agree
with him. Mr E R Rama Sarma feels that
they don't mix freely because 'there are still
some fears." Mr K V Subba Rao seems to
agree with him. He makes this general
remrk: 'Where girls are a minority, they are
humiliated and teased and are not happy.' |
Mr K Chandra Mohan also feels that they /
don't mix. But he wouldn't advocate any
such socializing. 'It is desirable,’ he says
‘only as far as academic collaboration is
concerned. A college is not a club for
people to mix freely with one another
for purposes other than education.'

What is their assessment of 10 years of
co-education in our college? 'To satisfy
their vested interests, girls were admitted
by the Management. Co-ed should be on ~
a 50:50 ratio', says Mr KV Subba Rao. 'We
have been happy with co-ed for the past
10 years, but we're not hopeful about it.'
Both Mr ER Rama Sarma and Mr S
Prabhakara Rao feel that things have
improved, thanks to co-education.

Much more, however, needs to be done,
say a few others, Ms Ida Evangeline says:
'Participation of girls in sports is virtuaily
zero. No woman athlete has participated
in inter-collegiate events.' Mr JV Nagendra



Prasad, Physical Director, feels that the
appointment of a woman Physical Director
will motivate our girls and promote their
active participation in sports. 'A college of
our strength needs two PDs,' he says. ‘But
unfortunately there is no grant-in-aid for
appointing another PD.

STUDENTS
Girls

What do the girls around whom much
of this discussion is centred feel about co-
ed? Do they feel free on campus or do they
have any reservations? Have they had any
problems so far? How do they find the
classroom atmosphere? Are they satisfied
with the facilities in our college? Do they
like this partial co-ed or do they want ALC
to be fully co-educational?

C Harini (DB 64)
support co-ed,” she says, but 1 find a lot
of male domination here. I had to face
problem like eve-teasing. As for this busi-
ness of mixing, I have no reservations, but
people are narrow-minded; they make
insulting comments. The classroom
atmosphere? Dull! And then there is no
encouragement for us, girls. I'm a national-
level volley-ball player, but there is no
encouragement for me here. Even the
lecturers are narrow-minded. They should
understand our problems and help us
out...There's something funny about our
boys: they are very possessive. They don't
allow the girls of their class to be eve-

is quite vocal. '1
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teased by the boys of another class!

Bh Leela Lavanya (NB 36) is equally
candid. 'Co-ed is a bit disturbing in our
college, yet I like it. The world outside is
no different and let's learn here itself to
face the world.Boys... they're accommo-
dating, of course, but still there are
problems like eve-teasing. Girls who are
outspoken face many problems. I won't say
eve-teasing is bad; constructive eve-teasing
is quite welcome. It can poke fun at girls
and be complimentary. But it is not so
very often. It turns out to be humiliating;
it hurts your self-respect. Come to think of
it, shouldn't we have the right to adam-
tease?’

To Neelima and Madhavi (ABM 23
and 15), co-ed means much more than
boys and girls studying together. 'We have
no problems, they say ; all the same, they
talk about minor problems like what they
call 'commenting,' and eve-teasing. Daisy
Veronica (NB 49) is all praise for co-ed.
'But boys try to dominate,” she says, not
in studies, but in other respects... They
make a lot of comments. But we can't
comment back!'

'Co-ed teaches one a lot," observes
Mrudula Suman Paul (MCS 12) and
Kavitha (MAT 3). 'You learn how to exist
together." Mrudula has no problems: I
find the boys very accomodating. But we,
girls, don't have enough facilities here.’

T Praveena (MAL 7) and V Anupama
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(MAL 18) find the classroom atmosphere
fine' and the boys 'accommodating'. They

suggest  that there should be get-
togethers and group games to facilitate
greater interaction between the boys and
the girls. They both feel that the facilities
for girls are inadequate in our college.
Anupama says that there should be a
‘waiting room and proper toilet facilities'
for girls. They both prefer partial co-
education, while all the other girls want
college to be fully co-educational.

Boys

What does co-education mean to our
boys? What do they know of what the
girls feel? Do they think the entry of girls
has changed the campus atmosphere? Do
they want ALC to be fully co-educational?

Lawrence (MSW 8) says: 'Co-ed helps
one overcome one's shyness and develop
a personality.’ He mixes with girls freely
and says they feel free, too. If you respect
them and are open, they feel free.' He feels
that the facilities for girls are not quite
adequate. Murthy (MCM 16) complains of
‘congested atmosphere’ and 'strict rules'
and admits that our girls face problems
like eve-teasing.

Co-ed helps, says K R Mohan (DCP 8),
but 'not in one's studies, Sanjeev (DO 12),
who came from a boys' school, finds ALC
‘colourful.' Lawrence, Mohan, Sanjeev,
Sekhar (NO 2) and Krishna (NO 40)
suggest that college be fully co-educational.
But Murthy favours partial co-education.

.
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The Intermediate students have
interesting things to say about co-ed.
Vikram (RMC 2), who came from a co-ed
school, complains that his classroom is
'dull, inactive and stale' without girls. He
doesn't see any reason why girls and boys
shouldn't mix freely. Describing it as the
‘'modern outlook,’ he says that it wouldn't
make any 'visible difference' in a college.

] V Rajagopal (RA 55) is sure that in
a co-ed class students will be 'more
competitive, more enthusiastic and more
attentive.’ Joshi Jayanth (RA 109) explains
Rajagopal's sttement: 'There is a natural
urge in a boy to impress girls and in a girl
to impress boys. We must capitalize on
it in the classroom to help the students
improve their talents, skills and social
behaviour.'

JVN Subrahmanyam (RMC 3) becomes
nostalgic : 'My schooling was happier,
thanks to co-ed. Now my college life is stale
and dull. It's better to keep in touch with
girls. Some say it may have an adverse
impact. But I believe it helps one to become
a mature person. '

The only dissenting voice is that of
Manoj (RMC 10). T believe," he says in a
mood of thoughtfulness, 'that co-ed in adoles-
cence distracts some students and
promotes an unhealthy competition.
Unless the Management has complete grip
over the entire college, it shouldn't intro-
duce co-education'.
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Advertisements

A S Krishna
NO 40

A dvertisements have become the
cynosure of all TV viewers. Thanks
to the momentary make-believe they create
with colour, sound and gimmicks, they are
absolutely entertaining, often stealing the
march over a soap or even a movie. And

they have gone high-tech now; anima-

tions and graphics are In.

Ads are very effective in creating an
image of the commodity in the consumer's
mind. They urge children to go for a soft
drink which has a !thundering taste”; they
make housewives long for a computerised
washing machine; and they persuade

executives to use twin-blade razors.

The tiny tots and youth of this Infor-
mation Age are more versatile. Children are

a part of the active consumer audience and

important influencers of purchase decisions
in the family. The visual media 1is over-
flowing with ads that focus on the under-
19 catagory. Teenagers are more likely to

indulge in impulse purchases. Moreover,
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the puchasing power of this consumer
segement is phenomenal.

A housewife is now more aware of the
best products available among the rich
store of varied produce. She can have her
pick in no time. She is confident that
whatever she buys is excellent. As for the
executive, he has a plethora of brands to

choose from. All this has been possible
through advertising.

Now a couple of things about the Indian
ads. Our ads are far less ambitious than
those abroad. A typical American ad on TV
has a budget of $500,000 and it takes as long
as six months to complete it. It is much
less in our country in terms of time and
money and, therefore, of quality. Perhaps,
not so much effort is required in a country
where the audience is not television
literate, says Gautaman Bhaskaran, a
media critic. "Our people would not under-
stand the advertisements, if they were
subtle or racy; an advertisement has to
be like a typical Indian film, where just
about everything is spelt out.

Indian advertising has often been
accused of plagiarism. Many of our
advertisers don't experiment with new
things. If a particular format has worked
out for product A, makers of product
B adopt it as well.

The influence of ads is not very
healthy; their influence on children is

even baneful. When an ad-induced request
is snubbed by the parents, the child feels
disappointed. Housewives of middle class
families experience "guilt syndrome"
because of their not being able to prepare
the mouth-watering dishes shown on TV,
To survive the cut-throat competition in the
market, advertisers have started exploiting
the female anatomy. Ads, whether for a
brand of shaving cream or of shoes or of
TV sets, exploit women. Obscenity reached
its zenith when in an ad for a brand of shoes,
models, Milind Suman and Madhu Sapre,
had nothing on except shoes with a
serpent coiled around them!

MEN OF STRAW

l‘e'rc'e speech made by Wmston
VChurchlll in whlch he referred 4o our“
':,_leaders as "men of straw " Hlstory is
full nf ironies, The very same Churc}.ullu
'ilater felt persuaded to say this about
one of those "men of straw" to the
Indian ngh Commmsmner in Ottawa

When you wrzte to your Pr:me
1 Mzmster, Mr Nehru tell hzm I thmk
~ he is one of the greatest men in

comtemporary hzstory He ‘has

accomplished the two greatest
things that man can accomplzsh He

has conquered pre;udzce and he has
conquered fear.. it
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Southern Jesuit alumni conference : a report

Fr G Francis
Director
ALC Alumni Association

he Southern Jesuit Alumni Conference

was held on our campus from 27 to 29
December 1996. It was the 4th conference
of the Southern Jesuit Provinces and was
hosted by the ALC Alumni Association. The
aim of the Conference was to promote
fellowship among the alumni and to
recognize the educational and cultural
identity of the Jesuit alumni from the four
Southern Provinces. The main theme of
the Conference was Human Values in the
21st Century. Alumni Directors and
delegates from Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu were the guests at the Conference.

The inaugural session, attended by
about 300 delegates, began at 4 p.m., on 27
December in the immense Devaiah
Auditorium. Rev Fr Theo Mathias, SJ., the
founder—Principal of ALC, gave the
keynote address on the main theme.* In
this session 6 outstanding ALC alumni
were awarded a prize and a merit certifi-
cate each. These awards were estabished by
the ALC Alumni to be given to the old

students of ALC who have shown exceptional
qualities of leadership in addition to their
academic excellence; who have a value-
based approach to life, which is an
extension of the human values they have
acquired as students at ALC; and who
have the potential to work towards justice
and peace, to help the poor and the
marginalized and to uphold the honour
and dignity of women and children. The
recipients of this year's awards are :

1. Mr K Vijay Kumar, B.Com.
Mr Bharadwaj, B.Sc. (Comp.)

Mr Bharat Kumar Reddy, B.Sc. (Comp.)
Mr Siva Prasad, B.Sc. (Comp.)
Mrs. Satyasameera, B.Sc.

Mr Rattaiah, B.Com.

On 28 December, Dr B K Subba Rao,
a distinguished alumnus. who had retired
as Captain from the Indian Navy, spoke on
Jesuit education and alumni and their
role in promoting human values in the 21st
century. He emphasised that ever since the
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origin of the Society of Jesus, in the 16th
century, it has encouraged creative
research. He observed that there can be no
conflict between science and religion in
today's human value system.

Another important speaker was
Dr Jayaprakash Narayan, who had, after 16
years of service, relinquished his IAS post,
in order to undertake a social movement
to reform the decadent civil, social and
political administration.

The delegates from the other States
appreciated the hospitality of the Organis-
ing Committee which provided them not

only with good Andhra food but cultural
and social programmes during those three
days.

On 29 December a discussion over the
formation of a National Federation of the
Jesuit Alumni Association was held. A
2-member delegation had come from the
Calcutta Alumni Association to discuss the
contents and structure of the National
Federation of the Jesuit Alumni Associa-
tions in India. The Federation will represent
the Jesuit Alumni Associations of India at
the World conference to be held in Sydney,
Australia, from 9 to 13 July 1997.
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Science & Technology

Internet

a window on the global information superbighway

Mridula Suman Paul
MCS 12

The Internet has revolutionised the
communication methods around the
world. Sitting at a work station or PC,
one can get any kind of information one
wants. The latest technology advances

have enabled it to be used as a business
The

amalgamation of

tool as well.

the computer

and communication technologies have
resulted in the integration of data, sound
and video on the Internet which in turn
has made it a powerful tool for reengineer-
ing processes the world over.

What is the Internet ?

The Internet is a world-wide network
of networks. It is a conglomeration of
smaller networks and other connected

machines spanning the entire globe. It

consists of over 50,000
networks in 170 countries.
Around the world each
| country has at least one
| backbone network that
| operates at a very high

speed and carries the bulk
lof the traffic. Other sma-
_ |ller networks connect to
that backbone.

The Internet has no
central authority; net-

works on the Internet
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simply agree to cooperate with each other.
Individual computers on
these networks can share files and trans-
mit information. The various networks
connected to the Internet format
message with Internet Protocol (IP). IP is
often used in conjunction with Trans-
mission Control Protocol (TCP/IP). This
combination has made the Internet robust
and flexible.

What can you use the Internet for?
* to exchange electronic mail with friends
all over the globe for a small price.

* to participate in group discussions on
topics of interest through public news
groups.

% to find educational tools. Universities
around the world, book stores, libraries
and k-12 school systems are sharing
on line information.

* to shop.

% to read about interesting sports and
leisure events.

% to get technical support for the
products you are using.

sk to distribute software.

% to communicate or collaborate on
projects.

% to market and sell products.

% to publish information such as

technical or marketing literature.

S RS

How is India connected to the
Internet ?

Videsh Sanchar Nigam Ltd., India's
international telecom carrier, has also
provided backbone network in India
known as VSNL's Gateway Internet Access
Services (GIAS) network. This network is
built to provide a complete range of
Internet services on all-India basis connect-
ing its main Internet access node at
Bombay to Internet node in the USA via
satellite media and to Internet node in
Europe via submarine cable media,
providing diversity and highly reliable
network connections.

The Internet access node at Bombay is
also connected to VSNL's Gateway Packet
Switched Services (GPSS). As DOT's Remote
Area Business Message Network I-NET
and high speed VSAT Network HVNET are
connected to GPSS, subscribers to these
networks would also have easy access to
the full range of Internet services.

Applications of the Net
E-MAIL

Type a message into your computer, and
it travels instantly over the network to
whomsoever you wish.

USENET

USENET is the international meeting
place where people gather to meet their
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friends, discuss the day's events, keep up

with the computer trends or talk about
whatever is on their minds.

The Network News lets you send a

message on an electronic bulletin for anyone
to see.

The basic building block of USENET
is the news group which is a collection of
messages with related theme.

TELNET

TELNET is a utility which allows you
to log on to another system and use
various services available on that host. You
can use TELNET into huge databases for
doing reasearch or even TELNET into
libraries around the world to check if they
have a certain book you are looking for.

FTP (Files Transfer Protocol)

It is a tool used to copy files from a
remote host to your host and vice versa.
Hundreds of systems connected to the
Internet have file libraries or archives
accessible to the public. Much of this consists
of free or low cost computer program for
computers of virtually every make.

If you want a different communi-
cations program for your IBM, or feel like
playing a new game on you Amiga, you
will probably be able to get it using FTP.
You could also find extensive files detailing
everything you could possibly want to

g’;(i(

know about the Internet.

ARCHIE

ARCHIE is actually a collection of
servers. Each of these servers is responsible
for keeping track of the file location in
several different anonymous FTP sites. All
the ARCHIE servers talk to each other
and they pool their information into a huge,
global database that is periodically
updated. You can search this database for
file locations simply by giving an ARCHIE
client or server a keyboard to search for.

GOPHER

GOPHER was developed at the
University of Minnesota and it is a menu-
driven application that allows you to hope
around the globe looking for information
in various information libraries of servers.
Gopher's specialised libraries are
interconnected: they make up the 'gopher
space’. GOPHER actually gets the infor-
mation that you want and puts the
information on your computer screen.

VERONICA

Very Easy Rodent-Oriented, Netwide
Index to Computer Archives (VERONICA)
is a search tool that allows you to quickly

scan Gopher space for particular files and
directories.

VERONICA is a program that you
access through Gopher. VERNOICA asks




you to enter a key word. Then it searches
through a database of over 5500 Gopher
servers and over 10 million Gopher items
for files and directories and places them on
a temporary Gopher menu that you can
browse through! This temporary menu
works just like other Gopher menu.

WORLD-WIDE WEB (WWW)

The World-Wide Webisbased on Hyper-
text. It is possible for you to go roaming
around the web, bouncing from one
document to another using only the links
in those documents. You can access the
web through a "browser,” which can read
documents, fetch documents, access file
by FTP, read USENET news groups,
TELNET into remote sites and even travel
around Gopher space. All the above are
possible only by the use of a web browser
(eg. MOSAIC, WAIS)

Internet security

It would be a grave mistake to assume
that the Internet is a safe place and that
there is no reason to protect your pass-
word. Unfortunately, there are a lot of
people out there who would LOVE to
break into your account and use your
account as a base for operations. The main
defence against people who want to break

into your account is your password. Keep
your password secure and you should
never have anything to worry about.

Science & Technology

L Work in their medical
nd rural camps.
‘Since 1983, he has
™~ participated in more
~ than 430 free medical
camps and treated

more than 35,000 poor people.

In recognition of his free services to the
poor, he has been selected for the Dr BC
Roy National Award, 1994, under socio-
medical relief.

ALC, especially the Department of
Social Work, congratulates him.

—Fr George Chirackal, SJ
Head, PG Dept of Social Work

Appreciation

Dr MDP Raja, Duty Doctor, Nagarjuna
Hospital, in his letter dated 29 January ‘97
to Fr Principal writes :

We are very happy to inform you that

your students are very enthusiastic in

donating blood to the patients of our

Hospital. It has saved many lives and

helped our patients to come out of critical

situations. Thank you very much for this
and we hope this will continue in future,
teo.




Kiran Karupati
B.Com. (Final)

The power of music

usic is a fine art. It is a message of
Mlove to mankind. It is one of the
unique gifts of God. Music is no respecter
of religion, race, creed or colour. It is
universal. Music of any kind is an imitation
of God's voice. It is one of the greatest
joys of humanity and the most harmless of
the human pleasures. It elevates the soul

and developes the power of balanced
thinking. It is the spice and variety of life.

Music helps to release tension and
provides relaxation to the mind. It develops
confidence and builds a good personality.
The world famous Canadian violinist,
Maurice Solwaym, in an interview with
Betty Kossik said: "Music teaches
companionship, love, respect and disci-
pline. Good music is important in helping
to maintain unity and fraternity.”

Music has the astonishing power to heal
mental and physical sickness. It is better
than medication. It heals pains, anxiety
and neurological disorders. It gives peace
of mind. Basically, human mind 1is




Music

susceptible to emotions like love, horror,
humour, sorrow, peace and joy. Music
alone can create the perfect mood or
emotion, depending on the need. Music is
needed especially in times of grief and joy.
To create good relevant music for different
situations or sequences, there are different
ragas. All the emotions vary according to
the style and approach of playing and the
nature and principal mood of the raga. For
creating a good mood of sorow, there are
sivaranjini, chakravakham, charukesi and
bhageswari ragas in Carnatic music. For
joy, there are kalyani, pahidi, mohana,
bheemplas and kapi. The ragas for early morn-
ing are boopal, ramavardhini and bhairavi.

Music can make one laugh or weap;
it can evoke feelings of horror, too. For
example, a viewer of a tragic scene in a film
may weep, if the releeant music is played
in the background. Not that the music
alone makes him weep; the action prima-

rily touches the heart and the music adds
to the effect.

Some recent experiments have proved
that plants also listen to music. Music
makes them grow healthier! Lymn and
Joe Rap in their book, Indoor Plants, say
that plants have even likes and dislikes in
music. They certainly like classical music
and dislike loud and acrimonious music.
They definitely react to music. If plants
respond to music, one can imagine the

extent of its effect on human beings. Even
busy professionals take time off to enjoy

the beauty of music. They say it relaxes
them.

Let me conclude this article with a
message. Good music is a message of
love to mankind and good music is one
of the few things which can contribute

to a tranquil life in this atomic age.

1. What tables do we cook and eat?

2. What has teeth, yet cannot bite?

3. What goes all over the floor in the

daytime and stands in a corner at
night?

4. Who plays when he works?
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-- M Aamsi Krishna (DO 32)

S Pavan Kumar (DO 22)
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Human values in the 21st century

Fr T A Mathias SJ

personal identity.

L

The third millennium will be upon us in three years. This new era will
bring with it certain universal expectations and values: equality, economic

well-being, peace, social justice, a stable environment, and the need for

Higher education has not only to prepare students for this new era but
; cven help to shape it. Jesuit Alumni can play a special role.

We are now just three years away from
a watershed: the end of the second millen-
nium of recent human history and the opening
of the third. For us Christians this is also the
2000th anniversary of the arrival of the Son of
God in our midst, an event which marks a turn-
ing point in human history. All sorts of predic-
tions are being made about the year 2000. It is
being looked forward to with dread by some
who see it as the end of the world and with
anticipation by others for whom it is the
opening of some sort of a magical new era.

Soberly, however, 2000 will surely represent a

leap forward. So organizations have fixed 2000

as a target date for superior performance in
a variety of different fields that the year will

surely bring about a self-fulfillling prophecy.

Certainly 2000 will also represent a

culmination of many recent events and trends.

Over the last fifty years we have
experienced unprecedented events in the
history of man: the political liberation of a
large number of subject peoples, the voluntary
association of all the people of the globe in
world bodies like the United Nations; the

Excerpts from the lecture delivered at the Southem ]esmt Alumm Conference held

; on our campus from 27 to 29 December '96. (Fr TA Mathzas, 78 Fotmd
| oj ALC, is now Professor of Management Studies at XLRI, Iamshedpur.
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unparalleled affluence achieved by some
countries through the application of science
and technology and the economic resurgence
of the world's biggest continent, Asia. We
have entered an era of world-wide travel;
globel exchang:e of electronic information of
every kind and an almost universal acceptance

of certain common values.

FOUR REVOLUTIONS
As I see it, the end of the 20th century is

marked by four major historical processes or
revolutions which will reach their culmination
in the 21st century. These are the ideological
revolution of Egalitarianism, the Technological
and Scientific revolution, the Cybernetic, the
Electronic Information and Communication
revolution and the Market Economy revolution

which has now swept the entire world.

FIVE UNIVERSAL VALUES

We have mentioned global values as an
outcome of the egalitarian revolution. Let us
identify five of these values in addition to the
concept of equality itself. These values are
likely to form the basis of World Society in the
third millennium. They are : (1) Peace,
(2) Economic Well-being, (3) Social Justice
(4) Ecological Stability, and (5) Positive Identity.

1. Peace
Peace is not just the absence of conflict,
but also implies mutual understanding

between people, sharing of cultures, values

and material goods. An important element
of the global value of peace is the distinction
between short-term bloody violence such as
occurs in wars and revolutions and the long-
term, non-bloody violence associated with
oppressive societal structures, which are
weighted against large masses of people,
preventing them from ever attaining the other
values, i.e. economic well being, social justice,
positive identity. This is what is today
commonly called ‘institutional violence' or
'structural violence'. It is now accepted that
this sort of violence is far more destructive and
deep-rooted and hence more difficult to

eliminate.

True peace, therefore, includes four elements
which should be applicable to all groups in a
national society and all nations in the world.
These are equity or justice, autonomy instead
of dependence, participation instead of

marginalization and solidarity between groups.

2. Economic well-being

Economic well-being is now perceived as
a basic human right. No more is it acceptable
that one group of nations is to be literally
hewers of wood and drawers of water so that
other groups may live in luxury. Division of
labour based on =uch things as caste or social
status is no longer meekly accepted. Today
most people believe that only free enterprise
and a market economy can produce economic

well-being because of the freedom on which
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they are based and the human initiative they
encourage. Economic freedom is real freedom,
just as coercion exercised on economic grounds

is real coercion.

While there is no doubt that capitalism is
the best system to increase the quantum and
efficiency of economic production, it will now
have to prove its ability to care for people by
an equitable distribution of the fruits of

production.

As the Archbishop of Canterbury said in
November 1989 while speaking to the
European Parliament: "The apparent defeat of
Communism in Europe should not be seen as
the triumph of Capitalism. The nearer
Capitalism appears to come to truimphing
totally, the more questions are raised about its
capacity to be magnanimous in victory, to
heed the cries of the poor at home and abroad,
to seek the path of justice and to care tenderly

for the earth.

3. Social justice

Social justice is probably the most potent
and dynamic of global values. It embraces
national social justice. i.e., equitable distribu-
tion of goods and services among different
groups in the same society and also interna-
tional social justice, ie. equitable distribution
of the world resources among different

nations and peoples of the world.

The concept of social justice and the way

in which it is universally accepted today is

S A A R TR Y?

really something new in human history. It is
based on two perceptions viz. that "All men
and women are equal before God' and
secondly that 'The goods of this world are
intended to satisfy the needs of all men and
women, not only a selected few'. These are
powerful ethical principles which are affirmed
in some religions but which cannot be
rationally proved by arguments. They are
subliminal perceptions of how things ought to
be and human
peceptions
substratum of reality in human nature.

such deep universal

always correspond to a

4. Ecological stability

Ecological stability is a value which has
assumed enormous importance all over the
world in the past 20 years. In the heyday of
technological development, it was firmly
though naively, believed that the resources of
planet earth were limitless. If one particular
kind of resource (e.g. firewood or coal or oil)
should
discovered to replace it. Moreover, hardly

run out, another would surely be
any attention was paid to the waste products
of industrial development. When people did
think of this at all, it was only to assume that
the world's ecosystem had built-in mechanisms
to take care of all forms of pollution of water,
air, soil or anything else. There was also the
belief that technology could solve all the age-
old problems confronting the human race--
hunger, disease, illiteracy; and that a new era

of prosperity was opening up before mankind.

e’ G T T N R R s R
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In short, technology was the new God.
Alas, technology soon proved to be the God
that failed! It did not take more than 15 years
before the most enthusiastic supporters of
science and technology clearly realized that
nature itself had provided certain conditions
which act as built-in limitations on the extent
and type of technology that can be used. By
1975, 4 whole range of by-products of modern
technology had made themselves brutally
evident. Rising economic production through
modern technology was having a serious and
often irreversible effect on the environment,
on the air we breathe and the water we drink.
Entire rivers were found to be so polluted with
industrial effluents as to make the water
undrinkable and marine life impossible. The
beneficent air had become poisonus in large
cities like Los Angeles, London, Tokyo and now

Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta.

Nuclear energy, which was seen as an
inexhaustible source of energy for the rest of
human history, soon began to appear as
perhaps the one cause through which this world
could eventually become uninhabitable in large
parts because of the accumulation of radio-
active nuclear wastes. Accidents like the highly
publicized Three Mile Island and Chernobyl
also showed the inherent danger of excessive

reliance on this new genie.
Even apart from technology, it is now
clear that if humans ravage nature in any

way, it will take its revenge on them. If forests
are indiscriminately felled for whatever

E
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reason, soil degradation and erosion are the
inevitable result, leading to floods where

there are rivers .and to.desertification where
there are none. India's own experince over the

last ten years amply proves this.

All these factors have brought into

focus a very important value : a new
understanding of nature and of its relation-
ship with man. Man, animals, plants, natural
resources, minerals, water, land, air are all
part of a closed ecosystem which has to
sustain and recycle itself. If treated like a
friend, nature reacts like a friend and
provides man with nourishment and means of
leisure, rest and solace. If treated like an
enemy, raped and ravaged, it reacts and
becomes hostile to man and brings him death

and disaster.

—

5. Positive identity

At first sight, this appears to be something
too vague and too insignificant to be a world
value. However, its very vagueness is due to
the richness and variety of its content. Con-
sciously, but mostly subconsciously, people
are seeking a sense of their own identity in all
that they do and say. There has surely been no
other age when personal identity has been

so important a value.

It required the rise of the Black Liberation
movement in the USA to restore a sense of
identity and therefore dignity to American
blacks. The methodology of the Black

Movement was the direct opposite of what had
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‘been done to the black people's ancestors.
First blacks insisted on being called blacks
just as the others were called whites. Next
they proclaimed that 'Black is beautiful’ so as
to remove all sensé of shame at being black.
Next, they started insisting on their own hair
and dress styles and would not countenance
the efforts, formerly made by some blacks,
to straighten hair and whiten their faces. The
next step was to glorify their own type of
music, insist on their own church services (most
blacks had already formed their own
branches of the Protestant
denominations). Through all these means the

various
blacks recovered something of their own
identity, though it is a different identity from
the one they had when they were forcibly
deported from Africa to America and they
have overcome or at least Teduced the

alienation they suffered from.

Attempts to strip people of identity are
always made wherever there is a large-scale
effort to oppress and enslave whole classes of
people. Thus all colonial powers have
consistently deénigrated the culture, languages,
religions, customs and values of people

whom they subjugated.

Another example is the treatment accorded
to scheduled castes in India. The whole
object of excluding them from Hindu society,
prohibiting them from drawing water from
the common well or going to the village
temple was to create in them a sense of their

own worthlessness, which of course would

B e I e o S S V/Q‘
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make it easy for them to accept exploitation.
to uplift them must

Therefore, any effort
begin with an effort to restore their sense of
identity or give them a new one. It was for
this reason that Ambedkar advised his
followers to quit the Hindu fold and accept a
religion like Buddhism where they would
be treated as equals. This is also why the
scheduled castes refuse to accept Gandhi's
designation of them as harijans which they see
as patronising and demeaning. They want to
be called what they really are, "dalits" or "The
Oppressed"”.

The Feminist Movement is another
important and fascinating example of how self-
identity has become a worldwide value. In the
past 15 years, women in almost every nation
have risen to demand equality and self-
identity. Suddenly, like a thunderbolt it struck
women that they had no identity of their own.
The female was defined in terms of the male,

assimilated into the male or simply ignored.

The Feminist Movement, like the Black
Liberation Movement, began with women
demanding that their identity should be
recognized. Hence changes in language were
demanded and obtained like the substitution
of 'person’ for 'man’. Only after self-identity
had been established could equality be
effectively demanded.

EDUCATION FOR THE NEW
MILLENNIUM

a) The Need for Research

These then, in barest outline, are some of

.
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the characteristics of the world into which we
are entering. All education has as its primary
task to prepare the young to live in and

contribute to the world of tomorrow.

However, universities and education in
general do not play merely a reactive role 1i.e.
preparing people for a particular kind of world;
but rather a proactive role i.e. helping to shape
the preferred world of tomorrow, a world of
peace, equality, justice, identity, economic
well--being and ecological stability. Shaping
the preferred world of thefuture is achieved
through research, reflection, publication.
Alvin Tofler's books were not just an attmept
to foresee the future; they have helped
shape it. Who is better suited to play this role

than universities?

In particular, universities and colleges
should conduct research on viable economic and
social models for the future; models combin-
ng
models for individual countries and for the

freedom, democracy and social justice-

world community. Since the world of the new
millennium will be more closely inter-linked
than before, research into new economic
models will be effective only if it involves

international collaboration.
b. Fostering solidarity

One of the most important attitudes that
higher education must foster is that of human
solidarity. Solidarity is the foundation stone
upon which the whole structure of the future

world rests. In fact, given the frightful

weapons at our

disposal, there seems no
doubt that the survival of humankind
depends on the ability of people to act

together even when they think differently.

Human solidarity is what will distinguish
the third millennium from ages past. Solidarity
is the belief that all humans in North and
South and East and West, belonging to
different religions and races, are part of a single
human family. They must prosper together or
perish together. It is the antithesis of the
narrow nationalism, racism and religious

exclusivism of the past.
Solidarity is an attitude that implies :

a) a consciousness of other people, of
their needs and their dignity;

b)a conviction that every human being
is my brother or sister, leading to a
feeling of being co-responsible for the
future not only of my own country
or community but of the whole world;

c) a real and active desire to share with
others, so as to ensure the develope-
ment of all.

Solidarity is for all, rich and poor. It is an
intellectual and spiritual attitude, fostered
through the education of mind, heart and
conscience. Education must foster a real
sense of human solidarity among students
through every means: the structure of the
courses, the international nature of the
student bodies and faculties (to the extent -
possible) and the nature of the research done.

. . |
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~ The agony of the Roof of the World

Sherab
NO 21

Decorated on three sides by
snow-capped peaks of the

tallest mountains on earth,
Tibet stands alone atop the roof
of the world. proud and strong.
it has been vulnerable to
invasions by the Mangols, the
Manchus and the Chinese. But
its strength lies in the faith and
optimism of its people and in
their resolve not to accept
oppression.

Tibet is situated in the very
heart of Asia between China and _

Mt Kailash towering above Mansarover in western Tibet

India, covering a total area of 2.5 million
square feet. It is bordered on the south by
the mighty Himalayas, on the west by the
Karakoram and Ladakh mountains, and
on the north by the Altyn Tagh range.
Tsangpo (known as Brahmaputra in India)
flows through southern and western Tibet.

Tibetans have unique and extremely
rich cultural and spiritual traditions, a
distinctive language, a large body of
literature and exquisite work of art. Tibetan

civilization, which goes back to thousands
of years, is a sophisticated and valuable
contribution to the heritage of mankind.

But today it is in great danger.

In August 1949, China announced that
Tibet was a part of China and that the
People's Liberation Army would march
into the Roof of the World to liberate it
from "foreign imperialists". Both the
assertions were absurd. It is true that at
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two different periods of her history, Tibet
had been subject to the Mongols and the
Manchus. But not until the People's
Liberation Army invaded Tibet and Tibetan
government was forced in May 1951 to
sign. an agreement for the "Peaceful
Liberation” of their country was Tibet
cver subject to China herself. Equally
absurd was the statement that Tibet was in
need of liberation from foreign
imperialists. In fact, the largest group of
foreigners in Tibet at the time were

Chinese themselves!

However absurd the claims may have
been, China invaded Tibet, inspired
possibly by Mao Tse-tung's oft-repeated
conviction that "power grows out of the
barrel of a gun”, and occupied it. Since
then, the aim of China has been to erase
the basic identity of Tibetans. Struggling
against it, more than 1.2 million Tibetans
(that is, one sixth of the total population)
have so far died on account of political
persecution, imprisonment, torture and
starvation. In 1959 His Holiness the Dalai
Lama, spiritual and political leader of
Tibet, was forced to leave Tibet and seek
asylum in India along with 85,000
Tibetans.

Tibet was an independent country prior
to the invasion. It had a defined territory,
a government and the ability to enter into
international relations. The Government
of Tibet was headquartered in Lhasa, the

capital city of Tibet. It consisted of the
Head of the State (His Holiness the Dalai
Lama), a cabinet of ministers, a National
Assembly and an extensive bureaucracy
to administer the territory. It was
maintaining diplomatic, economic and
cultural relations with Nepal, Bhutan,
Sikkim, Mongolia, China, India and, to a
certain extent, with Russia and Japan, too.

Tibet's independent foreign policy was
demonstrated by its neutrality during
World War II. Despite strong pressure
from the UK, the USA and China to allow
passage for military supplies through
Tibet to China when Japan blocked the
strategic Burma Road, Tibet held fast to
its declared neutrality. The Allies were
constrained to respect it.

1949 was a great blow to all this pride.
And what took place afterwards was
shocking. Michael Harris Goodman, in his
book, The Last Dalai Lama : A Biography,
reports : ‘Many thousands of Tibetans —
the actual number will probably never
be known - have perished at Chinese
hands or committed suicide in desperation.
All but a handful of the country's 3,000
monasteries have been levelled, temples
have been turned into warehouses, shrines
have been pillaged and destroyed. Priceless
images of gold, silver and bronze have been
stolen and sent to antique shops in Peking;
clay images pulverized, made into bricks
and used in the construction of public
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lavatories, sacred scriptures shredded into
pulp for newsprint, used as toilet paper
and kindling ... In private homes portraits
of the Dalai Lama were torn down and
replaced with those of Mao Tse-tung;
rosary beads, earrings, bracelets and charm
boxes confiscated; braided hair derided as

The Potala Palace, winter home of the Dalai Lama,
built in the 17th century

The destruction of the environment
in Tibet has drawn world-wide attention.
Research indicates that the Chinesc
authorities have denuded timber worth 54
billion dollars from the rich forest
reserves of Tibet at the end of 1985.
Tibet is the source of all the major rivers
in Asia. In 1987 - '88 the
Brahmaputra caused 35% OfF
more of the total flooding in
India which was due to the
environmental destruction in
Tibet. China has turned the
once peaceful and buffer state
between India and China into a
vast military zone. Such a
conversion is a major threat to

India today.

In conclusion, let me quote
what Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
Narayan said in his Presidential

"the dirty black tail of serfdom” and
chopped off; the possession of religious
objects punishable by public humiliation,
flogging and imprisonment; Tibetan
songs, dances, clothing and customs
banned and Tibetans forced to speak a
Chinese-Tibetan patois; Lhasa Apsos shot
or clubbed to death as undesirable relics
of the past society; . school children
were made to kill insects, dogs and birds
so as to train them to show no compassion
for living creatures. The list is endless.

ile e N R R Y

address at the All-India Convention on
Tibet held in Calcutta on 30 May 1959:
'How can Tibet be saved?...The Tibet situa-
tion should be presented to the world in
all its naked reality. No attempt should
be made for reasons of diplomacy to play
down, cover up, belittle or misrepresent
what is happening in Tibet. Those facts must
be broadcast and, on their basis, a strong
and united world opinion must be created
against Chinese aggression and Tibet's
Independence.’
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The acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS): certain facts

Dr N Appanna

Reader in Botany

History

In the summer of 1980, a patient in New
York died after a long and frustrating
illness caused by infections that a body
can normally fight with little or no problem.
This caused a world-wide epidemic,
claiming a startling toll of human lives.
Later on, scientists found that the condi-
tion was the result of a breakdown of the
immune system (body's mechanism for
fighting off infections). The condition was
termed Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS). Africa is the first in the
world to have been most severely affected
by the AIDS epidemic. At least 2 million
Africans are probably infected with the
AIDS virus. Researchers believe that the
AIDS virus in humans had a common
ancestor with the virus that is found in
several African monkeys. In May 1986, the
International Committee on the taxono-
my of viruses agreed to call the AIDS virus
HIV. The diameter of HIV is about 0.1
micrometers, visible and seen under

electron microscope.

HIV (Human Immune Deficiency
Syndrome Virus) attacks the immune
system of the human body. The human
immune system consists of many different
types of white blood corpuscles (WBC).
Some of the WBCs produce antibodies
which can bind and eliminate the foreign
substances, antigens, carried by infectious
organisms. Other WBCs interact with the
diseased cells of the body and kill them.
Some WBCs act as helper cells support-
ing the other cells of the immune system
in their defensive efforts. Yet other kinds
of WBCs act as suppressors, damping
down the immune response.

The most important type of WBC
infected by HIV are T-4 lymphocytes. HIV
kills the T-4 cells. Loss of T-4 lymphocytes
damages the immune defenses, leaving
the body capable of being wounded.

Effect of HIV on brain

Doctors now estimate that 60% of the
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patients with

AIDS will suffer from
dementia before

they die — they will have
problems with memory, thinking and
behaviour. These neurological problems
In the patients are the result of the direct
attack by HIV on the brain. When the
patients die, their brains reveal shrinkage,
small groups of inflammatory cells and
spaces in 'white matter'. Babies born to
mothers with HIV infection show
shrunken brain with many diseased cells.

Symptoms of AIDS

Brief illness similar to influenza. Some
people develop mild symptoms such as
fever, sweat, aches, fatigue, loss of
weight, sickness and diarrhoea.

Modes of HIV infection

HIV can be transmitted from male to
male in homosexual contact or from male
to female or vice versa in heterosexual
contact. It may be transmitted between
two women. There is indication that
traumatic sexual activity or ulceration of
the genital tract is necessary for HIV
transmission. Having many sexual
partners aids in the transmission of HIV.

Infection through blood transfusion has
also occurred,

People who inject drugs intravenously
can catch AIDS. HIV can pass from the
mother to the child. An infected woman
can pass the virus on to her child during
pregnancy, at birth, or possibly with her

4
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breast milk while teeding the baby.

Control

The management of the
patient requires the understanding and
co-operation of the health staff in hospitals
and of the relatives at home. A large
number of antiviral drugs like interferon
and suramine are available, but zidovudine
is the most effective therapeutic agent
against HIV available at present.

general

What ace shows affection?

What ace introduces?

What ace do we all possess?

S e

What ace is all around us?

Answers
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- K. Siva Reddy (DO 63)
S Pavan Kumar (DO 22)

A religion that takes no 1‘
account of practical affairs and
does not help to solve them

is no religion.

-~Mahatma Gandhi
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Aiming great

D Siva Sekhar
NO 2

hink of I1IM, think of Civils and think

of those ambitious young men and
women who have made it to them with
determination. Don't say, 'But that's in
the future'. The future is NOW.

The future is made up of equal parts of
opportunities, excitement and risk. Love,
esteem and recognition are the main
elements in youth. In today's studious,
competitive world, if one has to withstand,
the only principle one must remember is
"Survival of the Fittest". If you are the
fittest, the world is after you.

Most of us, sometime or other, feel
depressed by failure. But that is just a
step to success. Nothing can stop us from
reaching the TOP if we are determined to
do it. So it is time to think about your
career — whether you must opt for
M.B.A., M.C.A., M.A., M.Com., M.Sc., or a
professional course like C.A., ILCWA,
C.S., Import-Export Management, Hotel
'Management, Marine Radio or Computers,
the king of today's media. You must
remember that Management Trainees

with computer awareness are the most
wanted people today. A mere traditional
degree does not help one much. The world
out there is a highly competitive one. To
be successful in it, one should have a very
high degree of skills and abilities. But many
of us waste our time here, chatting about
films and gitls and wasting our parents’
money. It's all because we don't have a
sense of direction; we have not been
oriented towards that kind of thinking.

Perhaps, I can help you think in that
direction:

Fix your goal : What do I want to become?

Plan for it  : What qualifications/skills/
abilities does it call for?
How can 1 acquire them?
Who can guide me?

Work for it : This is my plan of action...

To meet today's challenges, one also needs
leadership qualities, hard work, creativity
and adaptability to any situation.

Let me conclude with this quotation :
'Success lies in doing common things
uncommonly well'.

o0
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Poetry

Arnse! Arise!

¢

)

The time has come to change your trends.

Arise! Arise! my young friends,

Sleep not in the bed of imagination,

But think and labour in the land of creation!

See the injustice done to many poor men,
And power vested in a few strong men.
See the oppression many people face,

Alas, not a dint of pity on your face!

Watch the corrupt people happy and gay,
And the common being led astray.
Watch the virus of corruption spreading,

Alas, your heart is like a rock, withstanding!

See and hear, the sick and deserted yearn,
For your love, affection and concern.
Eagerly they wait for a helping hand,

Alas, you don't even wave your hand!

Arise! Arise! my young friends,
The time has come to change your trends.
Sleep not in the bed of imagination,

But think and labour in the land of creation.

-V ARUN (AC 46)

@“ he Language of the Eyes)

Wordless yet deep,

That's what it is;

No compassionate person
Fails to understand it;

Be assured it is

The language of the eyes.

Smiles — Ah! No use!

And no words that confuse;
For there are no words,

No sentences, no grammar
In the language of the eyes.

Look into a person's eyes and find
He has spoken a thousand words;
But from his mouth comes not a word;

That's the language of the eyes.

Testimony to a person's innocence,
Honesty and power of endurance;
You name it, you have it

In the language of the eyes.

Say whatever you need to say
To whoever you want to say;
Yet you find the sincerity of your speech

Only in the language of your eyes.

--S SUSEELA (DB 16)




Friendship

So many things are puzzling,
But this I know is true:
My world is full of sunny lanes

Because I-have walked with you.

You have given me as treasures
The gems of friendship rare;

The shining light of faith and love;
And the knowledge that you care.

Se my days are happy
1 have wealth untold, it is true:
Because God has planted friendship

Deep in your heart and mine.

-- MVYR SHEILA (MAT 2)

C Abiding Concern )

On a cloudy evening, sitting by my window,

I saw a rose in a nearby meadow.
Fleeting clouds, clashing with each other
Brought tremendous lightning and thunder
And torrential rain blurring my sight.

I was awake all through the night,
Wondering about the tender rose's plight.

In the light the peaceful morning brought

I peered anxiously through the window.
There stood the rose, drenched but stately!
Faith unprofound had made me forget

That God was there with His abiding concern

-- GERALD RAVI D'SOUZA (AO 59)

( Yet Another Death )

He lay there slumped by the bus stop.

The midday sun was burning his back;
Women with parasols and shopping bags
Passed the scene without a glance;

Some, out of pity, dropped a coin or two;
And men dressed in their best

Looked on with disgust.

They came soon

And carried him by his limbs,
Dropped him in a cart —
and he was gone.

Yet another unpoetic death
of an unknown man.

-- JUSTIN JAMES (NZF 36)

( TheWheel of Life )

Life is a moving wheel of fate

Sowing the seeds of love and hate;
The miseries and sorrows of life

Tear the heart like a knife.

Life is a gift to be used everyday,
Not to be smothered and hidden away;
Make sure for others life proves fruitful,

Thus can you live your short life to the full.

-- K JOSEPH KONDALA RAO (AB 45)
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Poetry

C Sambhavami

Oh man, my creature,

What have you done to yourself?
To unleash all your wrath

For me ! And to me!

And yet to say it is all His doing,
His sankalpa!

What a bliss?

You have all told one another

That I am one — ekamsat;

You have said I am the elements;

Also I am the Commandment, The Word;
Nay, that I am timeless;

Nameless and formless, you claim.

But why these abstractions?

Am I or am I not?

With "many mansions" crumbling by the minute,

When even foxes and birds have homes — I none:

Where do you want me to dwell?
What am I to do

In your mind that makes hell out of heaven?

Should God still be in heaven
When all's not right on earth?

)( Womb, My Tomb )

I heard them say,

'No, we don't want her.’
I cried to be let out

just once

to see how it was like
outside.

But

they didn't seem to hear
my silent cry from inside;
they went on with their plans.
Succeed they did,

leaving "me"

to shed blood,

not tears :

-they killed me

before 1 was born.

— P TONY (MSR)

-- K CHANDRA MOHAN
Lecturer in English




Science & Technology &

Robot: future man?

Ch vV Jayaram Nandan
MEL 8

Man has always been in search of a

servant who can respond to his
command instantaneously without fail.
Has man achieved it? Yes, he has. In the
robot.

The word robot is derived from the
Czech word robota which means slavery.
A robot is a machine that acts like and
resembles a human being. But the robots
that are increasingly being used for a wide
range of tasks do not look like man at all.
For instance, robots that wield welding
guns in a car factory look like cranes. The
mobile robots used by the army bomb

disposal squads look like wheel barrows
on tracks.

Robots do, however, resemble human
beings in the range of actions they carry
out. Instead of performing just one action
repeatedly, a robot can perform a chain
of different actions. And its brain is a
small computer that directs its movements,
By changing the programme inside the
computer, a robot can be made to vary the
task assigned to it.

I e an e )

There are two ways of instructing a robot
to do its job. One is to
work out the precise
movements needed
and write them as

literally show it \
what to do.

characters inia good [
number of novels |
and plays. The
Czech playwright, Kavel

Capek, wrote a play called Rossum’s
Universal Robots in which an army of
industrial robots became so cleyer that

they took over the world. Robots have

their roles in mavies, t0o. One can't forget

the American Jiim, Robocop.

In the future technological world the
condition of man (whether he wil] perish
or become a superman) may be deter-
mined by how he puts robots to use.




Beauty with a purpose

Aravind Kumar LNS
DCP 3

Memories of the Beauty Contest held
on 23 November '96 in Bangalore by

ABCL are still fresh. Most of us watched
it on TV (some of us with a grumble)
and heard the words, "Beauty with a
Purpose,” quite a few times on TV. It was
a wonderful event and many of us feel
proud that it took place in India.

But then there are many who carp at
it. Thanks to them, the Beauty Contest
turned out to be a controversial one. The
day witnessed many protests:, demonstra-
tions and dharnas but the show went on
and concluded successfully.

Were we justified in condemning the
Beauty Contest? Or, how far were we
justified in condemning it? Are we against
the concept of beauty contests as such or
are we opposed to such a pageant on our
soil? These are some of the questions I
would like to find answers to here.

Beauty Contest is no new idea to India.
Miss India  has been organized by the
Times of India Group for many years.
These beauty pageants reach out to people
across the globe and demonstrate what
India is capable of. This is precisely what
happened - on a larger scale — when ABCL
conducted the Pageant on 23 November.
We could show the entire world that ours
is not just a land of elephants and snake-
charmers - that is one of the mis-
conceptions about India in several western
countries — but a land of diverse cultures
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and preat ;vlcntnl People have seen that
ours iz not a primitive country.

The “women activists” and the people
whe decried the Beauty Contest argued
that it would degrade our rich culture.
Actually,
Miss World 9o show popularized our

the reverse was the case. The

culture in the world. How else can we
account for the various dances which were
performed before the start of the Beauty
Contest?

It is, in fact, wrong — even fallacious -
to assume that our culture - rich, as it is
claimed to be - can be blown away by
events like this. If it is so rich and power-
tul, it should be capable of resisting any
invasion. It has, as a matter of fact. Our
culture has survived many invasions; it
has not lost its identity. The fear that
a beauty contest will help western culture,
whatever it means, make inroads into
our culture, is needless. It is a simplistic
way of viewing the entire matter.

Last year, when Sushmita and Aiswarya
won their laurels, they were glorified in
our country. Where were these women
activists at the time? Those who wanted
the Miss World '96 Contest to be stopped
claimed that they would not allow
women to be humiliated in the name of
beauty pageants. If that was really their
intention, then their attempt to stop the
Beauty Contest was a misdirected one.
There are women who are homeless and
women who are beaten up by their
husbands; our women activists must go to

Al G RSO R

those places. Indian women are victims of
manv other indignities; our women
activists can raise their voice against them.
And then there are obscene films — most
of our films are nothing but an insult to
women. The so-called nudity of beauty
contests is not half as much degrading as
the obscene, gyric and pelvic exercises
exhibited by the heroines of Indian
cinema. Many people who had been
looking forward to the Pageant with
great "expectations" were profoundly
disappointed when they actually watched
it. It. was not half as much "attractive” as
an ordinary Indian movie!

The controversy about the Beauty
Contest, therefore, puzzles one. One can
only come to the conclusion that those
who decried it were either hypocritical
or politically motivated.

Here we must take into account an-
other factor. Most of the beauty contests
have a charitable purpose as well.

There is nothing either good or bad,
but thinking makes it so. A killjoy, who
feels that beauty should not be paraded,
cannot approve of a beauty contest; he
has every right to argue against it just
as I have every right to say that beauty
pleases and that pleasures is no sin. It is
good to hear -lifferent perspectives on
international events like this. But what. is
very often forgotten in discussions like this
is that we argue merely on the basis of
what meets the eye. There is more to a
beauty contest than meets the eye.

Wy,
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Beauty pageant or vulgarity?

Syriac N D
DGH 17

he Miss World Contest, which raised

storms all over the country, is over. But
the images it created in our minds are still
lingering. So are the questions and doubts
which arose in our minds prior to the
Contest, in the wake of the protest against
it, at the time of the Pageant and soon
after the results were announced. Is Irene
Skliva really the most beautiful woman in
the world? Can't we find a more beautiful
woman in a remote Latin American village
or in our own countryside? If so, were the
criteria for selecting the Miss World not
wrong? For that matter, should physical
attraction and intellectual superiority be
the only criteria for selecting a Miss
World? Further, is not the concept of
beauty rather subjective? Beauty, it is said,
lies in the beholder's eye; a woman who
is beautiful to one may not be so to another.

There are certain other things, too,
which are worth considering. The organi-
zers of the Contest spent more than 25
lakhs on the stage alone. 2.5 crores was
spent on the security arrangements. When

there are lakhs of poor people in our
country, could we not have used all that
money for a better purpose? It is a cruel
irony that in a country in which 40% of
the people are below the poverty line,
crores of people watched the Contest,
many of whom with half-filled stomach.

Is a beauty pageant, I mean an
exhibition of the flesh, the best way of
promoting beauty '— let alone Indian
culture, art and civilization? Are there not
noble and decent ways of displaying
one's heritage? Some of the "beauties” in
the Pageant did not even hesitate to come
in dresses no better than swimming suits
to exhibit their "beauty”. It was not just
immodesty; it was vulgarity. It was
degrading, an insult to womanhood.

Not that beauty is not to be admired.
In the past, people have done it with some
taste. They have dreamt of women whose
faces were as bright as the 'morning star'.
whose hips were like a lion's and who
walked as gracefully as an elephant did.
But the tendency has changed now. The




media has brought about a revolution
in people's tastes. Our tastes have become
borrowed tastes, not our own, thanks to
advertisements. Qur girls seem to believe
that a particular brand of soap can make
their skin soft. Do they not see it happen-
ing right in front of them on the small
screen? And our boys tend to believe,
thanks again to advertisements, that the
surest way of winning the heart of a girl
is through a chocolate bar of a particular
brand - or by brushing their teeth with
toothpaste of a particular brand that is
supposed to sweeten one's breath! Our
concept of beauty and also how it should
be viewed and admired are considerably
influenced by the media. It will be interest-
ing to know that soon after wearing the
Miss World Crown, our "beauty queen”
posed for an advertisement for Cinthol

Soap.

Even those who had argued that the
Beauty Pageant would shake the founda-
tions of our culture and that it would sow
poisonous seeds in young minds became
silent. Some of them even said, 'This is not
so bad as what we see in our movies'. That
was unfortunate: it assumed that we
approved of vulgarity in films. We do not.
Nor should we approve of the beauty
pageants of the sort we watched on the
November night.

I am disturbed when I hear the argu-
ments of the self-styled custodians of
beauty who ask glibly: 'Doesn't beauty
please you? Is it a sin to be pleased?’

Beauty not only pleases, but ennobles -
something a popular beauty pageant can
never do. And, mind you, beauty, real
beauty, needs no custodian: it is its own
honour, defence and protection.

Suppose there is someone in your town
who cheats every time he sells you some-
thing. If you and your friends get together
and decide not to buy from him any more,
you will be conducting a boycott!

The word boycott had a very interesting
origin. In the days when many Irish land-
lords lived in England, their estates in Ire-
land were managed by land agents. It was
the job of these agents to collect as much
money as possible, quite often regardless
of whether the tenants could afford to pay.

One of these agents was captain Charles
Cunningham Boycott. In 1980, he refused
to let the Irish tenant farmers dicide how
much rent they should pay and evicted them
from their homes. As a result, the tenants
chased away his servants, tore down his
fences, and cut off his mail and his food
supplies. Other tenants began to treat other
land agents in the same way. When it
happened to other land agents, it was said
they had been "Boycotted". Today it is
applied to any organised refusal to trade
or associate with a country, a business
concern, or an individual.

CH V JAYARAM NANDAN (MEL 8)




Counselling

Don't push your child in the wrong direction

Manju Abraham

Counsellor & Career Guide

Both are busy. No time for children:
Father with his office work; Mother
with her many activities.

Nowadays parents are too "practical."
They know it is a tough world out there.
So their only intention is to see that their
children come up in their life. It is their
concern and fear that pushes the child
towards unreasonable and impossible
'goals’. Just because a parent wants his
child to become a'doctor or engineer, they
force their children into a series of entrance
examinations. One is pushed into what
one is not interested in by one's parents
and ends up in the most unexpected jobs.

Because of one wrong career move, many
children sulk their lives. Most students, in
the absence of proper counselling in the
crucial phase of their lives, go "astray”
while choosing a career. Most of our young
students actually do. not have any idea
of what they would like to do.

There are many square pegs in round
holes. A good student who is talented in
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drawing is not appreciated by his parents
when he says he wants to join a school of
arts. Parents insist that he should do
medicine. Ultimately he does not succeed
even as a compounder.

Many students, when asked, admit very
frankly that they have been forced to take
up courses against their wishes and it is
their parents who pushed them into fields
they were least interested in.

It is very important for parents to
develop and groom the inherent talent of
the child and decide where he is to be
placed. Many parents adopt the trial - and
- error method which leads to blunders
ultimately. There are many instances of
frustrations which have ultimately led to
suicide, unable to bear the tortures of
parents and the society. The reasons for
such failure are many.

But the main cause is inadequate career
guidance. In addition, there is no effort
on the part of parents to unearth the latent
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talent, inclination and aptitude of the child.

Engineering and medicine are the most
popular courses. We are bred in an
atmosphere where only science courses
are much appreciated. Unfortunately, the
notion that only science courses can lead
one to lucrative and dignified careers gets
into the brain of youngsters even when
they are at school.

A student must set a goal for himself
even when he is at school. How? The

goal should be SMART:

S - Specific

M - Measurable
A - Adjustable
R - Realistic

T - Time-bound

The goal should be powerful enough
to pull one towards it. The stronger the
determination to attain the goal, the greater
will be the magnetic attraction to achieve
it. Hard work, of course, must accompany
determination. Success is not far off now.

Why should we eat fish?

Fish in one form or another forms an important and indispensable item in human
diet since prehistoric times. Fish and its products are highly nutritious; they are excellent
sources of dietary essentials such as proteins, minerals and vitamins. The energy content
of fish is more (193 k.cal/100 gms) than that of beef (114 k.cal/100 gms). A serving
of 100 grams of fish every day could satisfy half the total protein required by the body.
About 90 — 100% of fish protein is digestable. Hence fish foods are included in many
special diets for people with digestive disorders and for convalescent ulcer patients.
Furthermore, thanks to the unique chemical nature of fish fats, fish foods are often
recommended to people who suffer form heart diseases. The vitamin 'A' content of fish
livers helps for good vision. Other vitamins B6, B12, biotin and niacin and minerals
such as phosphorous, potassium and iron help in the normal growth of the human body.
The level of calcium, magnesium and chlorine in fish is also greater than that of meat.
Several trace minerals like copper, zinc, manganese, cobalt, molybdenum and selenium
are found in fish eggs (roe). Due to the rich iodine content of marine fish, fish - eating
people seldom get goitre. The low incidence of tooth decay in some people has been
attributed to high consumption of fish. More recent medical evidence suggests that a
high dietary intake of fish which contains fluoride may prevent certain bone diseases.

— G SIVASANKAR (DZF 35)




Science & Technology

What attracts insects?

M Siva Prasad
NC 27

ou all know that insects are attracted
Y by lights. But do you know why? Do
you know that only male insects get
attracted to lights? And do you know that
insects are not attracted equally to all
sources of light?

This business of insects being attracted
to lights has been a subject of interest and
study since Aristotle's time. In the late
19th century, the subject was studica in
detail by SW Frost of Pennsylvania
University, USA. Later, JM Fabre, a

French entamologist, offered a proper
explanation of the fact.

According to Fabre, certain radiations
coming out of the light source are
responsible for attracting insects. )

Let's take moths. There is a gland at
the tip of the female moth's abdomen
from which it releases some acetate
molecules. These are called pheromone or
sex scent. This chemical emits some
infrared radiations which spread through
the air. The male moth, flying at some
distance from the female, picks up these
radiations and gets attracted to the
female. Some moths get attracted to light
under the impression that some female
moth is there. Thus its search for the
female moth leads it to the flame of light.

Candlelight emits sufficient amount of
such radiations, thus attracting a lot of
male insects. Insects are attracted to the
street-lights for the same reason.

If a light source doesn't produce
infrared radiations, insects will never be
attracted to them.
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Janmabhoomi

T Srikumar
Lecturer in Physics

A multi-dimensional approach to
integrated rural development, Janma-
bhoomi gets people involved in the process
of planning and development. It is more
a native concept than a foreign one.
Sramadan, gramasakthi, and gramaswaraj were
some of the ideals practised by Mahatma
Gandhi during the Freedom Movement as
well as in every aspect of his life. Self-
help is the principle underlying all these
ideals. Establishing weaving societies and
ashrams and involving people in salt
satyagraha, sramadan, etc. were some of their
concrete manifestations. This idea of
Gandhi has taken a Western form and come
back to us through various non-govern-
mental organisations. One of those forms
is Saemaul Undong, a South Korean
experiment. Saemaul Undong literally
means a movement to make a new village
or a new community or a movement for
great betterment; it is also a movement
for the daily practice of the Saemaul spirit.
The three important time-tested pillars of
Saemual Undong are diligence, self-help
and co-operation. The Janmabhoomi

programme, launched in Andhra Pradesh
on the New Year's Day, is founded on
these principles.

According to the Janmabhoomi concept,
people begin to realise that poverty did
not come about because of national
conditions, but as a result of their negative
mental attitude. One has to learn that no
one can live better without voluntary
effort accompanied by creativity and the
initiative to make something. Without
creativity, one cannot create history. Those
who work diligently should save some
money and not waste what they have
earned. These savings lay the foundation
for the national economy.

Janmabhoomi aims at sensitising
people, particularly the youth, in realising
their responsibilities for their own
the Government
welfare programmes are not reaching the
target group properly, the Government
has realised that to achieve all-round
development, involvement at the grass

community. Since

roots level is needed though micro-
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planning =0 that people design their own
destiny. This is the tirst step ever taken by
atter 50 years of
Independence. Putting aside the negative
aspects ot this. programme, we should

any government

welcome it with a big heart to serve our
motherland for greater satisfaction and to
place it well on the world-map. South
Korea achieved it, thanks to
Undong.

Saemaul

The most important component of
Janmabhoomi is micro-planning.

MICRO-PLANNING
At the Chiet Minister's Conference of
July 1996 the tollowing objectives were
adopted (to be attained by the year
2000 AD):
[. 100% coverage of provision of safe

drinking water in rural and urban

areas.

2. 100% coverage of primary health
service facilities in rural and urban
areas.

3. Universalisation of primary education.

1. Provision of public housing assistance
to all shelterless poor families.

911

Extension of the mid-day meal
programme in primary schools, to
all rural blocks and urban slums
and disadvantaged sections.

0. Provision of connectivity to all

unconnected villages and habitations.

N

Streamlining the Public Distribution

System with the focus upon the poor

These seven basic minimum services,
growth and growth-related infrastructure,
employment and social security will form
the focus of micro-level planning.
Various steps in micro-planning:

— Indentification of needs:

community needs and
household needs

~ Goals and objectives

- Fixing priorities

- Considering alternatives

~ Resource mobilisation

— Community participation

And then Gandhi came. He was |
hke a powerful current of fresh air
that made us stretch ourselves and |
take deep breaths; like a beam of
light that pierced the darkneés and |
removed the scales from our cves:
like a whirlwind that upset many
things, but most of all {he warkfug_ r
of people's minds. He did not |
descend from the top; he scemed to
emerge from the millions of India

speaking their language

--Jawaharlal Nehru
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National conference: post-harvest technology of fish and fishertes

G M Srirangam
Head
Dept of Fish & Fisheries

To better equip the teachers of
Fisheries with the latest trends in the
post-harvest technology of fisheries, a
national-level conference, sponsored by
the UGC and AIACHE, was organized at
Andhra Loyola College from 13 to 15
December '96. 25 delegates from various
institutes in Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Karnataka,
West Bengal, Punjab and Andhra Pradesh
participated in the Conference. The re-
source persons were senior scientists
from Central Institute of Fishery Techno-
logy, Visakhapatnam Research Centre.

The Conference was inaugurated on
13 December at 10.30 am. Dr G Naraya-
nappa, Officer - in - charge, CIFT, Vizag
(RC), delivered the key-note address. He
stressed the importance of the post-
harvest technology of fish and fishery
products and the requirements for
betterment. The Conference was
inaugurated by Dr K R Prasad, noted acqua
industrialist, who, in his address, gave
the present status of seafood industry.
Fr V A Mathew, our Correspondent, gave
his greetings. Fr C J John, our Principal,
presided over the function.

On the same day, Dr S S Gupta gave
his first lecture on fish and shell fish
processing. He discussed the various
processing activities like chilling, freezing
and canning. It was followed by a
discussion. After tea-break, Dr Imam
Khasim spoke on the preservation of
acqua products. He not only discussed the
age-old practices of preservation but also
gave a review of the recent trends followed
in the preservation of fishery products.

On 14 December, Dr Imam Khasim
started the seminar with a discussion on
the various fishery by-products. He first
described the importance of by-products
from the fishery wastes. It was then
followed by a description of various by-
products like the by-products from fish,
prawn wastes, surgical sutures and
Ambergris. After this, Sri S S Gupta took
up one of the most vital subjects—
sanitation and quality control — which
covered the various precautionary
measures to be taken for producing an
export-oriented product with 100%
quality acceptance. After lunch break,
Mrs G Sujani gave a lecture on the
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utilization of seaweeds; she dealt wiph the
various uses of seaweeds like their edible,
pharmaceutical and industrial uses. Most
of the afternoon session was spent on
practicals conducted by Mr Srirangam
and Mr V Anil. The participants were
given hands-on training on how to
evaluate the quality of fishery products.
The different methods included sensory
methods, analytical methods and
microbiological methods. The practicals
conducted were very much appreciated
by the participants as they included
methodologies which can be followed
easily in all laboratories without much
infrastructural utility and which could
provide a very good evaluation of quality.

On 15 December, all the participants
were taken on a field visit to a Processing
Plant at Pamarru. All of them could get a
chance to see the Individual Quick Frozen
Shrimp 'on process'. The Plant Manager,
Mr Joseph Kurian, discussed the total
quality management followed in their
Plant which is a 100% EOU. That evening
there was a plenary session where the
following recommendations were made

after a thorough discussion :

1. There should be a national level
symposium on the same topic with
individual paper presentations.

2. The syllabus of the B.Sc., Fisheries
Course (Practicals) should specifically
include all the practicals of quality
evaluation so as to expose the students
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to that area and equip them better for
their employment in future.

3. A training programme can be
conducted for the students of
Fisheries which could be of immense
help to them for employment.
Reacting to this, the senior scientists
from CIFT readily agreed to conduct
training programmes for students.
But the charges for training will be
rather burdensome to the students. So
the Coordinators of B.Sc. Vocational
Science "Industrial Fish & Fisheries”
decided to make a representation
through the same forum to the UGC
for using the recurring grants given
to colleges for meeting the expenses
on the training programme.

5. A list of processing industries in our
country should be prepared so as to
enable the students to approach them
for employment. (Mr G M Srirangam,
Co-ordinator, Industrial Fish &
Fisheries, Andhra Loyola College,
agreed to prepare the list and
circulate it among all the colleges
participating in the Conference to
enable them to conduct campus
interviews.

All the participants expressed their
gratitude to ALC for hosting the
Conference, thereby providing an opportu-
nity to them to interact with scientists and
industries and brush up their knowledge
in the field.
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esuit education and alumni: their roles in
promoting human values in the 21st century

Dr Buddhi Kota Subbarao

The Order of Jesuits is one of the extra-
ordinary and admirable institutions of the
world. With its birth in the sixteenth century, it has
two great achievements to its credit. Firstly, it
saved the Roman Catholic Church from being

eclipsed and transformed it into the modern

Catholic Church. Secondly, it became a role-model
for the spread of education throughout the globe.

Having such a background and with a
chequered history of 460 years, the Order of Jesuits
will shortly step into the twenty-first century. What
further things can be expected from it and what
role can it play in promoting human values in

the 21st century?

The answer to the above question, undoubtedly,
will have many parts touching more than one
aspect, religious, educational, social and political.

A clue to one paft of the answer comes from

the recent developments at the Vatican in 1992
and 1996.

Firstly, in 1992, Rev Pope John Paul II declared
and admitted that the Church had been mistaken
in its condemnation of Galileo, the celebrated
astronomer, on the charges of heresy. To recall
briefly, in 1673, the Inquisition had forced
Galileo to recant his beliefs under threat of
torture. Galileo's argument that the earth was not
the centre of the universe ran contrary to the
Church doctrine.

Secondly, in 1996 Rev Pope John Paul II
formally acknowledged the validity of the
Darwinian Theory of Evolution, 137 years after
the publication of Darwin's "On the Origin of
Species by Means of Natural Selection”. It marks
the end of a prolonged and acrimonious debate
between Christian orthodoxy and the proponents
of scientific inquiry. Darwin's theory that hu-
mankind evolved from the apes is amply proved
by the fossil record and by molecular biology.
That theory is incompatible with the Book of
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Genesis which holds that God created man in His
own image. Rev Pope's statement brings to fruition
a movement that was initiated within the Roman
Catholic Church in 1950 when Rev Pope Pius XII's
encyclical, "Human Generis" (On the Origin of
Humankind), indicated that Darwin's hypothesis
deserved serious consideration. Rev Pope John
Paul II's gesture finds significance in the larger con-
text of the free enterprise of knowledge. He
affirmed that institutions and individuals can
only grow and renew themselves through
constant self-criticism. His statement has once
again demonstrated that humankind's ideas
about itself are themselves subject to evolution.
They change as the base of knowledge expands, as
the discovery procedures are refined and self-

awareness is honed.

Having welcomed Galileo and Darwin, the
Church is in a way attempting to bring religion
and science together. This welcome development
points towards the possibilities in the twenty -
first century. The Jesuits are best equipped to
explore those possibilites. The Jesuit education
system over the past four — and a half centuries
and more can claim to have shaped many
persons of outstanding achievements in various
fields. Jesuits have even trained men of subtle and
complicated intellect such as Descartes, Voltaire,
Diderot and Tyrrel 'who have always been
revolted by the insipid simplicity that is native to
pvery true Jesuit'. Having created and sustained
role models for the spread of education through-
out the globe over the past five centuries, the
Jesuits in the 21st century can create role models

for basic and applied research in all fields. The

\ Loyolite '97 .

contents, concepts and constructions in scie

nce
and technology should be made easy so as to
bring them into the intuitive domain of as many
common peoples of the world. Then even a
common man or woman with his or her thinking
mind could easily become a potential research
worker to improve and innovate on the methods
to live in harmony with the natural as well as
social environment. The role models of insti-
tutions of research will be those institutions which
are easily accessible to all talented people irrespective
of their social and financial status. The fruits of

research will help in promoting human values.

The research pursuit compels cultivation of
the spirit of inquiry which can bridge the gap
between science and religion. The challenges in the
pursuit of genuine research do create an atmosphere
of humility and excitement which can smoothen
the roughness generated from the divisions based
on race, religion and developed and the less
developed nations in the world of today. Human
values are truly enriched by mitigating such
roughness. Jesuits have a lot to contribute to the

development of human values in the 21st century.

The alumni of Jesuit institutions of education
throughout the world have to their credit many
accomplishments and have attained note
worthy positions in various walks of life. Many of
the alumni are in a position to contribute
substantially to the task of promoting human
values. Their help and advice to the Jesuits to
create research institutions for basic and applied

research in the fields of science, technology,

arts, humanities, sports, culture and religion

will certainly be in the service of humanity.
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ALC cultural week

N Ranga Babu

Lecturer in English

LC Cultural Week was celebrated for three
Adays under the dynamic leadership and
visionary guidance of Rev Fr C ] John, Sj, Principal.
It was not a week-long celebration this year, owing
to Janmabhoomi; nor could the events be held on
successive days. The staff, the students and the
participants from various colleges evinced a keen
interest in the programmes. The 1 Computers,
Vijayawada, sponsored cash prizes for the winner
teams and runner-up teams besides best speakers

and second best speakers in Telugu and English
Debates.

An Inter-collegiate Quiz Competition was held
on 29 November. This time there was a tremendous
response from the participating colleges. Sixteen
teams from different colleges affiliated to Nagarjuna
University turned out to participate in the Quiz
Contest. A screening test was conducted to reduce
the number of teams to 10, which included the
ALC team also, for the final contest. PB Siddhartha
College of Arts and Science, Vijayawada, won the

or Bureaucrats. Twelve teams from different colleges
took part in the event. Scintillating arguments
were advanced for and against the proposition.
Rev Br Joseph (Principal, NSM Public School),
Mr Abraham and Mr Yogesh Bhatt were the judges.
At the end of the contest, PB Siddhartha College of
Arts and Science carried away the winner's trophy
and the runners-up trophy went to St Theresa's
College, Eluru. As for individual speakers, Vikram,
Siddhartha College, Vijayawada, was adjudged
the best speaker and the second best speaker
was Rashmiraj of St Theresa's College, Eluru.

On 3 December an inter-coliegiate debating
contest in Telugu was conducted. The topic given
was Beauty Contests are Not Justifiable. Mr Raghava-
chari of Visalandra, Mr D Seshagiri Rao of Andhra
Jyothi and Ms. Y Sailaja, Director of 1 Computers,
were the judges. Ten teams from different colleges
took part in the contest. At the end of the lively debate,

Sri Durgamalleswari Siddhartha Mahila Kalasala,
Vijayawada, won the winner's trophy and SRR &
CVR Government College carried away the
runners-up trophy. KLD Sirisha was adjudged the

best speaker and the second best speaker was
K Satyanarayana.

winners rolling trophy, and JKC College, Guntur,
the runners-up trophy. Mr Sanjay Lulla, a veteran
quizzer himself, did exceedingly well as Quiz
Master. With the cheers and active participation
from the audience and the teams, the programme
turned out to be an interesting event.

On 2 December a stimulating debating contest
was held in English. The topic for the debate was
Corruption in Public Life is Not Due to Politicians

Fr Vice-Principal (Degree), the staff and the

students helped in the smooth conduct of the
Cultural Week.




Sports ¢

Leander Paes : India's lone winner at Atlanta

P Kishore Chandra
AGH 17

he Centennial Olympics at Atlanta from

July 19 to August 4, 1996 presented to the
world a fascinating pageant of youth from
different parts of the world who offered their
best in terms of achievements of endurance,
ability and excellence - achievements born
out of meticulous planning and painstaking
dedication and

efforts, dogged will,

preseverence of sports persons.

Atlanta offered its package of surprises for
one and all, the countries and players alike,
not excluding India. Like a sharp drizzle on an
arid land ravaged by a long drought came the
auspicious Saturday the August 3, 1996, when
India's Leander Paes won a bronze in tennis in
the individual event after a chronic medal
drought spanning an agonizing 44 years.
For a country like India that never
confidently straddled the international
tennis courts, young Paes has come as a whiff
of fresh air and hope. The winner of the junior
men's single title at Wimbledon 1990,
Leander has made a kind of history in India's
dismal Olympic record by becoming the only
second Indian ever to win an individual event.

Leander's win against Brazilian Fernando

;‘ .faqa[éfe '97

Melizeni, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4, which got him the
bronze has now put him in line for the world's
big titles. Though bronze for some countries
may be nothing to write home about, in
India's perspective this is the only second
bronze which a player has got in his or her
individual capacity ever since Keshav Jadhav
won a bronze in bantam weight freestyle
wrestling in the 1952 Helsinki Olympics.

In fact, even in the game he lost to Andre
Agassi, Leander showed that he was no
pushover. In the semi-final, though Paes, at
world ranking No. 127, knew that he was
up against world No.7, Agassi, he did not
lose his nerve. Instead, he played a gritty
game and showed the ability to fight back
and counter-Agassi the aggressive Agassi.

After the Olympic, Pae's position in the
world rankings is likely to move up. Before the
Olympics he had said, "I have moved up 623
places. I am not :aying that is fantastic, but
I am improving slowly. As long as my
game progresses, the results will take care of
themselves." But what is more important is
the fact that he has gained a new confidence
and is ready to take on the best in the world.
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1. TRICK WITH MULTIPLES OF '7'
18873 x 7 = 111111

15873 x 14 = 222222

333333

13873 x 21

15873 x 28

%

15873 x 35 = 555555
15873 x 42 = 666666
15873 x 49 = 777777

. 15873 x 56 = 888888
15873 x 63 = 999999

2. 45 — 45 = 45 IS IT POSSIBLE?

ANS. YES
9 +8+7+6+5+4+3+2+ 1= 45

45

(_)1+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9 )

8 +6+4+1+9+7+5+3+2

45
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